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Pathways for Chartered Transportation Professionals in NZ

	I have one of the best jobs around, but who am I? 

I help communities design better streets and places for their neighbourhoods and centres, I advocate for and advise on sustainable low-carbon transport options for equitable and liveable communities, and I undertake safety audits and propose speed management changes to support safer roads in our rural environments. 

Unlike my co-author, I am not an engineer in the traditional sense; I didn’t study engineering as my first degree.  I also generally don’t try to “engineer” communities and streets (or policies or plans), so does that make me more of a planner? Planners think about the Future, People, Places and the Environment, which sounds more like it. But many also deal with planning law and the RMA, consenting processes, and managing valuable natural resources; all things I don’t do… 

The wider transport industry benefits in many ways because of our approach in shaping transport systems and streets and places.  I am formally educated, have practical experience in my field and I value professionalism, ethics and continual learning, similar to the requirements of certified professionals.   Whilst my skills may be recognised by planners and engineers, are they valued in the same way as a Chartered Professional Engineer or a Full Member of the NZ Planning Institute?

The transportation profession incorporates people with diverse backgrounds and education, and this enriches our community, yet many don’t have clear way forward for professional development and recognition of who they are or what they do. How can the industry certify, encourage, build capability and mana for people right across the spectrum of expertise?

This think paper will explore and compare the experiences of New Zealand with other countries, where certification is offered for Transport Professionals, and suggest some options and ways forward for our industry here.
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