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Te Ara Tupua: A coastal edge for connection.
Sean Burke 1, 2, Cassandra Drayton1, 2
1 Te Ara Tupua Alliance, NEW ZEALAND
2 Isthmus Group, NEW ZEALAND

Ngā Ūranga ki Pito-One shared path restores access to a formerly degraded area of Wellington’s reclaimed infrastructural coastline. As an urban design connector, the project is a ‘game changer’: a safe walking and cycling connection between Wellington, Hutt Valley and Eastern Bays, has the potential to catalyse active mode transport to a wider audience.
Beyond urban connection, the project is set to create a living landmark embedded in the Te Whanganui a Tara coastal landscape. Situated within the coastal marine area and culturally significant landscape, the urban design responds through a sensitive approach focused on environment, culture, and place. 
Wellington’s coastal landscape is shaped by its dynamic geology. To undertake reclamation, design criteria were formed to ensure the re-naturalisation of a degraded edge, with a form shaped to retain and celebrate the natural features and known sites of cultural significance. Critically, it reconnects people; providing access to a severed coastline.
The naturalisation and integration with landscape character were critical factors to achieving consent needed for the coastal infrastructure, and resilience for the rail and transport corridor. Key elements of these design outcomes include:
· Ensuring ecological outcomes are achieved; celebrating protecting and enhancing habitat for local flora and fauna. Beyond the terrestrial improvements, offshore habitats create safe spaces sea birds and seals. Artificial marine reefs kick-start the regeneration of the marine landscape and enrich the harbour.
· Integration of cultural narratives gifted by mana whenua, and design elements that reflect the unique cultural and historical context. Infrastructural innovations such as the x-bloc revetment are enriched through pattern, form and colour. 
· Creating space to reconnect with the coastal landscape. Te Ara Tupua builds a path that connects community, creates spaces for recreation, enhances access to the coastal edge, and a varied experience that enriches the future daily commutes.
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