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An issue that arises out of our current transportation system is the resistance to change as people continue to commit themselves to outdated values. The current school of thought requires every civilian to own private cars and because of this, it doesn’t occur to many that they can explore other transportation options. People think that access to transport is only available through private car ownership – which just isn't the case.

New Zealanders are all consumers of transport. There were more than four million vehicles on New Zealand roads as of 2017, showing a clear disregard for alternative ways of getting around. The crux of what Mevo does, and what other like-minded operators are trying to do, is giving consumers a choice. Whether choosing to limit car usage because of environmental reasons or financial incentives, there are other avenues of transport open to them. Mevo wishes to help every person's commute and sees that ultimately working in tandem with public transport and analog transport, such as cycling or walking.

Civilians are failing to see private car ownership as a consumer affairs issue. For the convenience of owning their own car, they don’t often realise that one of the biggest drawbacks isn’t just an environmental one, but a financial one. The easy to ignore fact is that new cars depreciate by 10% the moment they are purchased, there are significant costs in ongoing maintenance and fees, and the upshot is that car buyers are committing to an asset that is only losing them money. The most exciting thing for us is that Mevo customers have found legitimate financial reprieve from the service, where they now rely on a multi-modal transport lifestyle and choose freely based on the way they need to get around each day. What is actually needed is not ownership but access, however at this juncture, investment in the car share sector is still quite minimal, causing slow uptake across consumers. 

For Mevo and its customers, we see car-sharing as a simple, financially wise decision that costs ¾ of the overall cost of ownership and still enables Kiwis to get where they need to be. We should not base our decisions on the fact “that’s not how it has always been done” – outdated thinking only hinders progress, and we need to take the best ideas on board now to get on the right side of history.
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