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Auckland Cycle Separator Condition Study Findings
Given increasing budget pressures, Auckland Transport is increasingly using low cost, quick build infrastructure to expand the cycling and micromobility networks.
Where projects aim to provide separated cycling facilities between existing kerb lines, cycle lane separators are commonly used to provide a delineation between general traffic lanes and cycle paths. There have been varying types of separators used across the Auckland Region, including concrete, rubber and wood. A study was undertaken to look at all existing routes and collect condition rating data to help determine where separators were faring and well and where vehicle manoeuvring were causing damage, reducing the life span of the infrastructure.
The study involved rating the condition of each separator along 26 different routes, along with collecting data about the speed environment, vehicle classification of pass-by traffic, lighting and other contextual data. The position of the separators was also noted such as whether the separator was next to an intersection, vehicle crossing, car parking, bus stops or was on a bend. 
The analysis of the data collected gives insights into what aspects project designs need to take into account, to ensure the best outcomes are achieved when installing separators and ensuring the intended life of the infrastructure is reached. The lessons gleaned from the data also help designers reduce the incidence of vehicles hitting separators. This presentation is to share the findings of the Separator Condition Study to assist designers and Road Controlling Authorities in improving design outcomes when using cycle lane separators.
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