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The Transport Game

Economic benefits and time (saved or lost) play a key role determining the location and type of transport infrastructure we invest in. However, focus on these factors alone can lead to a ‘decoupling’ or ‘distortion’ from the reality of how people move between destinations (land use). 
As we all know, designing for people movement is inherently connected to land use – but rarely is the integrated spatial planning work undertaken by councils realised on the ground. Further, our transport system serves a wide array of users all with different needs – however investment choices can appear one dimensional or influenced by political ideology which lacks the nuance to maximise economic potential. 
The aptly named ‘Transport Game’ seeks to uncover and shed light on the economics and ‘value’ derived from our transport system from the perspective of different users in different scenarios. In this Learning café session participants will assume the identity of preselected users and play through several real scenarios to test how the transport system impacts their time and economic contribution or prosperity. 
The premise of the Transport Game is to provoke and engage discussion/debate on two aspects (focus areas of the presenter):
· how multimodal infrastructure supports economic growth and how different conditions may impact this. 
· the relationship between land use and transport typologies, and how this influences transport choice in different situations. 
The hypothesis of this work is multimodal systems and land-use integration benefits are undervalued and have a greater influence on economic growth in NZ. The Transport Game forms the genesis of a broader project to better understand this relationship. 
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