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Te Ara Haepapa road safety programme

[bookmark: _GoBack]Te Ara Haepapa (The Journey) was developed in 2017 to address the high proportion of Maori involved in deaths and serious injury road crashes in Tamaki Makaurau, Aotearoa. It is a comprehensive Maori road safety programme in Aotearoa delivered via Marae (community meeting places), Kura (schools), Kohanga (pre-school) and community. The programme is delivered within a holistic Maori cultural context by a team of 6 fluent Te Reo speaking staff and covers a wide range of high-risk road safety prevention themes, including child restraint and seat belt use, alcohol and drugged driving, speed and Driver Licensing. This presentation highlights the cultural approach used to successfully engage the uptake of formal Driver Licensing amongst hard-to-reach at-risk young Maori drivers in Tamaki Makaurau since 2017.
The Kaihautū (Driver) programme delivers driver licensing workshops which include educational road safety behaviours and the New Zealand road code to Rangatahi (young adult) Maori aged between 16-24 years and their whanau. The measures of success included:
· Increased Rangatahi Maori Driver License participation
· Increased Rangatahi Maori Driver License pass-rates
· Reduced road deaths and serious injuries among Rangatahi Maori drivers in Tamaki Makaurau
The programme also creates a longer-term sustainable community and whanau (extended family) commitment through Kaiwhakahaere Raihana konga (Train the Trainer) development. This training provides for community leaders and whanau to train as Driver Licensing Trainers and continue the programme within their rohe (tribal boundaries). The Kaihautū programme also works alongside Government partners such as NZ Police, who are culturally supportive. The assistance from NZ Police opens a new and valuable perspective for Ranagatahi Maori by providing positive interactions with authority. 
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