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Education Support 
Centre in Perth, 

Western Australia

131 students  
(K-6)

74 staff

Shared campus 
with Primary 
school - 360

School information



ASD

Number of 
students

Year 
Level 

10Kindy

12PP 

14Year 1 

21Year 2 

9Year 3

16Year 4 

13Year 5 

8Year 6 

103Total 

PD

Number of 
students

Year 
Level 

1Kindy

0PP 

0Year 1 

1Year 2 

0Year 3

0Year 4 

0Year 5 

0Year 6 

2Total 

ID

Number of 
students

Year 
Level 

1Kindy

0PP 

2Year 1 

3Year 2 

3Year 3

3Year 4 

4Year 5 

6Year 6 

22Total 

Other

Number of 
students

Year 
Level 

2Kindy

1PP 

0Year 1 

1Year 2 

0Year 3

0Year 4 

0Year 5 

0Year 6 

4Total 



Talk for 
Writing

Brightpath

Streamed 
Literacy

Literacy at Joondalup



Our Streamed Literacy Journey

• 4 Blocks 
Literacy/Balanced 
Literacy

• Minilit
• Basic Reading 

Inventory

• Alphabet 
program

• Pre Lit
• Minilit
• MacquLit

• Little Learners Love 
Literacy (phonological 
awareness/ Assessment 
of Reading Skill)

• PLD
• Cars and Stars

• Shared 
reading 
Group

• InitiaLit
• Cars and 

Stars
• PLD



Streamed Literacy Structure

1. Communication Group Shared reading 
with a core word focus

2. InitiaLit F

3. InitiaLit 1

4. InitiaLit 2

5. Cars and Stars + PLD

L
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o
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Communication

Number of 
students

Year 
Level 

10PP 

9Year 1 

12Year 2 

3Year 3

3Year 4 

4Year 5 

2Year 6 

43Total 

InitiaLit 2

Number of 
students

Year 
Level 

0PP 

0Year 1 

3Year 2 

1Year 3

1Year 4 

3Year 5 

0Year 6 

8Total 

InitiaLit 1

Number of 
students

Year 
Level 

0PP 

1Year 1 

2Year 2 

5Year 3

8Year 4 

6Year 5 

2Year 6 

24Total 

InitiaLit F

Number of 
students

Year 
Level 

4PP 

3Year 1 

10Year 2 

4Year 3

6Year 4 

3Year 5 

2Year 6 

32Total 

Cars and Stars

Number of 
students

Year 
Level 

0PP 

0Year 1 

0Year 2 

0Year 3

2Year 4 

1Year 5 

6Year 6 

9Total 





1. Communication Group

Foundational phase 

Shared reading approach

Receptive and expressive communication



Foundational Skills Journey at JESC

• At the start of COVID, our school Psychologist (Shelda) and Behavioural Consultant (Kane) created a document 

called “21 Essential Early Learning Skills” for parents to refer to at home, with YouTube videos to match. Mae 

Jorgeson then turned this into an assessment. 

• Shelda and Kane have been training our staff and working with select students on these skills for many years. 

• Since the creation of the assessment, we now have timetabled weekly sessions for every class in the school to have 

training with Shelda and Kane to assist in learning behavioural analytic explicit teaching strategies to teach the 

foundational skills. 



• Has progressed from 21 skills to 36 skills currently (some have both receptive and expressive versions) 

• Starts at Level 1 - responding to name, goes to Level 36 - relational responding 

• Standard version and AAC version 

• Scope and Sequence and IEP goals match the skills from the assessment 

• To sit this assessment, students must:

- be working at a pre-curriculum level and/or

- have been on the same IEP goal for more than six months.

Foundational Skills Assessment 



Why do we need these skills?

• Our students need explicit teaching of skills that people take for 

granted 

• We break down larger skills into smaller, more achievable skills 

• These create the foundations for learning. We are teaching students 

the skills they need to learn 

• This is an assessment, but it informs teaching 



Purple- Standard Version 



Far far away, behind 
the word 
mountains, far from 
the countries 
Vokalia and 
Consonantia, there 
live the blind texts.

What it looks like!
What it sounds 

like!
What it feels like!

Communication Group at a glance!



Here is where you introduce yourself.

You can add your name, title and a little background. 
Right click the image and replace it with your own.



Here is where you introduce yourself.

You can add your name, title and a little background. 
Right click the image and replace it with your own.









2 - 4. InitiaLit

Student paced

Year level is irrelevant 

Assessments created 



InitiaLit F – Little Learners



InitiaLit F – Assessment



InitiaLit 1 – Little Learners



InitiaLit 1 - Assessment



InitiaLit 2





5. Cars and Stars/PLD

Comprehension based

Spelling program – PLD/MultiLit

Independence and problem solving



Cars and Stars



PLD





Talk for Writing Journey

• All teachers trained in the early years PL over several years 

• Teachers experimenting with aspects of the process

• Difficulties including all students – is this the right program?

• Internal PL to list our main priorities

• 3-4 years trial and error no mandated expectations



JESC Philosophy
At Joondalup ESC, all students should engage with Talk for 

Writing, but the outcomes for each session should be 
tailored to meet the individuals needs. Some students may 

benefit from a shared reading approach and time to 
develop their BAET skills whilst others may be able to 

engage with the tools and skills taught through out the Talk 
for writing process.

*Behaviour Analytic Explicit Teaching 



Talk for Writing in the classroom

ConventionalTransitionalFoundational
Students at this phase of their writing 

journey should be able to create 
structured sentences and be exploring with 

creating different texts such as writing 
narrative stories. 

Students at this phase of their writing 
journey should be starting to apply 

meaning to their writing. They may have 
some skills being developed at a pre-

curriculum level but may also be accessing 
our InitiaLit programs, creating simple 

sentences.

Students at this phase of their writing 
journey can not apply meaning to their 

work and are still developing their 
pre-curriculum skills

• Participation in all aspects
• Text specific   Teaching and 

learning
• Short burst writing activities
• Toolkit lessons
• Assessment: Hot and cold tasks

• Participation during Imitation phase 
• Relevant short burst writing 

activities (sentence structure).
• Participation in Vocab/language 

lessons
• BAET skills if required 
• Oral or written tasks when 

appropriate
• Assessment: Cold and Hot tasks

• Participation during imitation phase 
(learning the text and performing 
actions)

• Shared reading activities (utilising 
stick puppets, acting out the text)

• Completing Related BAET activities 
and skills

• Oral or written tasks when 
appropriate 

• Assessments: Core 
words/communication



Talk for Writing









*Non-Negotiables*
 Cold tasks/Hot tasks
 All students assessed 

 Imitation phase 
 Story map 
 Actions 
 Toolkit: Washing lines visible
 Magpie/word walls available

 Innovation/invention phase
 Available for all students in transitional and conventional stage

 Other
 Talk for writing workbooks with activity descriptors
 Tickled pink – positive feedback
 Green for growth – constructive feedback



Writing Journey

Developmental 
Writing Scale Brightpath

6 year journey. Start of journey

















Brightpath

*Comparison 
to other 
schools



Brightpath – *Year level comparison



Brightpath – *Year level comparison



Any questions? 

Brianna Wimbridge
Brianna.Wimbridge@education.wa.edu.au 


