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Overview

1. Why is there a new ‘NSW IWCM Framework’?

2. IWCM  Framework overview

3. Stormwater integration

4. Self-evaluation tool overview

5. How to use the framework and the tool? 
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IWCM: NSW Government policy position

Priority 6: Support resilient, prosperous and liveable cities and towns

Action 6.9: Promote and improve IWCM

• Promote IWCM through the NSW planning system and through water 
management arrangements. 

• Develop and implement all regional and metropolitan water strategies based 
on an IWCM approach. 

• Develop a statewide IWCM Framework.
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The Regulatory and Assurance Framework 
for Local Water Utilities:

• Promote the principles of IWCM 
     to support sustainability and liveability

• Promote IWCM: one of 12 strategic    
     planning outcomes.
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NSW IWCM Framework: 5 stages, 15 steps
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Steps, key questions, tasks, IWCM themes.
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Stormwater integration
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• environmental impacts associated with runoff (Step 1)

• benefits associated with stormwater runoff 
management (Step 3)

• regulatory setting for stormwater and other water 
services integration (Step 5)

• overcoming siloed water cycle governance (Step 7)

• stormwater targets into development controls (Step 8)

• centralised and decentralised, structural and non-
structural solutions (Step 11)

• leveraging lessons learnt from demonstration projects 
(Step 13 & Step 15)
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Self-evaluation tool
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Self evaluation tool summary:
Example
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How can the Framework be used to facilitate 
better integration of stormwater?
Who? How?

Planners Think about stormwater early in the project cycle. 

Consider stormwater use and management in land use planning processes.

Water utilities Apply whole of water cycle thinking. 

Embed stormwater into water planning. 

Consider stormwater benefits, options and outcomes in water servicing decisions. 

Community Hold developers accountable to implement an IWCM approach and achieve urban amenity benefits. 

Hold developers, local government, regulators and private owners accountable to deliver 
stormwater benefits and outcomes in the long-term (not just at project build/ transfer/ sale). 

Improve stormwater literacy.

Consultants & 
developers

Apply the IWCM Framework as a best-practice guide to water project delivery (e.g. Hold them 
accountable to apply the IWCM Framework by listing it as a reference in procurement documents). 

Apply the tool and use it to demonstrate stormwater benefits and outcomes.

Local 
government

Identify and break down governance and coordination barriers to effective stormwater integration.

Integrate stormwater into Council’s IP&R Framework planning processes. 

Maintain local government-owned WSUD assets. Ensure private owners maintain WSUD assets (e.g. 
through compliance mechanisms). 10
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