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Autistic Student Voice in Reasonable 
Adjustments



Participants

14 children aged 
between 5 and 
12 years old.
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Education

The education experience of the participants varied 
from:

• Education Support Centres 
• General schooling Classes 
• Homeschooling 
• Alternative Schooling Options
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Settings

The participants completed the 4 activities in 
different settings:

• in a group setting on campus
• with a sibling
• one on one with the facilitator
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Activity
Participation

49

7

Overall participation

completed missed

49/56 
activities

87.5%

Participants completed a 
total of 49/56 opportunities.
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Activity 
participation

14

13.5

11.5

11

Activity participation

Book Drawing Role play Card sort

78.6%

100%

82.1%

96.4%
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Research basis

MacBeath et al., 2003. CAST, 2024.
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Book Card 
sorting

Drawing
THE ACTIVITIES

Role - 
play
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In their own words



Book

115 responses 
overall
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Assemblies

11

Wobble stools and cushions 

10

Weighted Blankets 

8

Headphones – Music 

8

Headphones – Noise cancelling 

7

Top
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Books in practice



Drawing

54 different responses

117 responses overall

Desks (10)                Teacher desk (9)                                       TV (6)                                   Slide (5)                                  Pool (5)

Delyse Clayden Advocacy featuring the VOLUME - Disability Student Voice program
16



Delyse Clayden Advocacy featuring the VOLUME - Disability 
Student Voice program

17

Drawing/Craft in practice



Role Play
74  responses

• Dressing the dolls was the most 

common action – it elicited 

discussion on wearing uniforms.

• Placing the miniature books on the 

shelves and in the cupboard was 

very popular!

• Having a mat area was popular 

too.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND
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Role Play in practice



Card sort

434 responses

228 Likes

110  dislikes

96 Unsure

Delyse Clayden Advocacy featuring the VOLUME - Disability Student Voice program
20



Delyse Clayden Advocacy featuring the VOLUME - Disability 
Student Voice program

22

Card sort in practice



So what? 

DOES IT TELL US ANYTHING?
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Autistic students can have Voice in their own 
reasonable adjustments

740 
responses
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So yes, They can have a say but…

WHAT DID THEY WANT US TO KNOW?
Delyse Clayden Advocacy featuring the VOLUME - Disability 

Student Voice program
25



Delyse Clayden Advocacy featuring the VOLUME - Disability 
Student Voice program

26

Our results



107 different 

reasonable adjustments 

were discussed over the 

4 activities.

6 categories emerged.

Movement/Breaks was 

the top category chosen.
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Top category
31.5%

Delyse Clayden Advocacy featuring the VOLUME - Disability 
Student Voice program

28



Second 
category

24.8%
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Third 
category

20.7%
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Fourth 
category

13.1%
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Fifth 
category

6.9%
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Sixth 
category

2.7%
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The results

3% of choices

31%

24%

21%

13%

7%

3%
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Movement/Breaks

Seating/Classroom/Desks

Learning/Equipment

Fidgets/Sensory

Noise

Misc

Category Results
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In summary



In summary

• Card sorting elicited the most 

responses (434) however it was the 

least participated in activity.

 - it was fast to complete and can be 

adapted with the options, however, is best 

done in small groups or individually.
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In summary

• Role – Play elicited the least number 

of responses (74) and required a 

more substantial amount of time to 

complete.

 -Roleplay promoted unique conversations 

that were not discussed during other activities. It 

requires one or two players at a time, unless 

presented on a larger scale.
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In summary

• The book was the most participated 

in activity and elicited 115 responses 

which is an average of approximately 

8 responses per participant.

 - it is possible to share as a whole class, 

one on one or in small groups and has the 

most flexibility in presentation.
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In summary

• The drawing activity was popular and elicited 117 responses.

 - having options in how they create the classroom, such as painting and drawing 

assisted in the personalisation of the task. This task required more time to complete however, 

and could be done as a whole class, small group or one on one. 
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In reflection
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The VOLUME program
https://www.volume-disabilityadvocacy.au/

https://www.volume-disabilityadvocacy.au/
https://www.volume-disabilityadvocacy.au/
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Now let us tell the 

world!

We hope you take 

this information 

and use it as a 

conversation 

starter with your 

little people.
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