Why Language Learning Matters
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Abstract:
In Aotearoa New Zealand we have two official languages, 3 realm languages and in total 13 languages with an NCEA pathway.  Why then are so few students continuing with their language study?  Why are universities in New Zealand reducing their language offerings? 
This presentation will make the case for why language learning matters – what advantages adhere to students when they are bilingual and multilingual; why when we learn a language we also learn about our own identity and culture; why the current situation is so poor for language learning in New Zealand and what we can do to change outcomes for students.
New Zealand is an outlier in OECD countries by not having compulsory language learning in schools and we do our students a disservice by allowing this situation to continue.
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