NCEA and the Transition to University: Navigating the border  
Abstract:
This collaborative workshop will help participants to compare and contrast New Zealand high school and university learning environments, and consider implications for induction of students into the university environment, to support their success in their first year of tertiary study. Some examples of aspects included will be teaching and learning, assessment, and staff roles. Secondary and tertiary staff will work together in this workshop to co-design a resource aimed at helping high school students gain readiness to effectively navigate the transition from school to university ,armed with knowledge and strategies relevant to university life. This resource will be made available to all delegates post-conference.
This session aims to develop clearer understandings of the points of connection and difference between secondary schooling—particularly National Certificates of Educational Achievement (NCEA)—and university study in Aotearoa New Zealand. Our purpose is to share sector knowledge by comparing and contrasting NCEA and university study in action and outlining contemporary assessment practices. This session is not a critique or evaluation of either teaching practice, but rather our intention is to create a better understanding of what is involved in the transition from school to university and to facilitate ideas about how to enhance the educational experiences of first year students. 
Our research and experience of working with first year university students, including those who did not meet the University Entrance standard, and insights from students’ questions and ideas about learning, navigating course content and assessment inform our perspectives regarding how we can prepare and induct university students.
Using the funds of knowledge of everyone in the workshop, we will co-design resources to better prepare and support students for this transition to university with the aim of focussing on awareness and skill development.
