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* Key questions:

1. What’s been happening in NZ curricular reform?
What drove these reforms?
How has knowledge been perceived within
curricula?

What could a future curriculum look like?
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1. WHAT'S BEEN HAPPENING
IN NZ CURRICULAR REFORM?

2. WHAT DROVE THESE REFORMS?




AAA

—_—————=
MINESTRY OF EDUCATION

Curriculum

?\“ )

curriculum (autonomy, creativity,

responsiveness to learners).




‘Digital Natives’ and
21st C learners

e.g. student-led
learning; inquiry-based
learning

‘New curriculum’
(Priestley & Sinnema,
2014)

e.g. less prescription

Teachers as ‘facilitators
of learning’ and
curriculum makers




Features of the ‘new’ curriculum

* constructivist teaching styles,
higher curricular autonomy
a priority on student agency
teachers delegated as
‘facilitators of learning’

(Biesta & Priestley, 201 3;

Priestley & Sinnema, 2014).

® South Africa Curriculum 2005



WANT

FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST
CENTURY GLOBAL WORKFORCE:

Resilient, creative ind
flexible skills and ¢
in teams and can le
perform up to a

ependent learers who have
Ompetences, who work well
ad themselves and others to
nd beyond their potential.

Teachers as ‘guides o

Knowledge not a feature — part of skills

— priority on flexible agile skills for the

global marketplace
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NEW ZEALAND (NZC 2007) ENGLAND (201 3)

Anglo-Saxons and

® Cultural practice , vement of early civilisations an in-

purposes. y - - depth study of one e.g. Indus Valley,

Kf Ancient Egypt/Greece).
O




Reading block: NZ's falling )
literacy crisis - why our kids can't
read

° By Dubby Henry

* Declining literacy, numeracy, scientific and social science

outcomes and over-reliance of digital technology and student-
centred learning (PISA 2018, NMSSA 201 8; Sutcliffe, 2020).

children used to lead the world in reading. Now our literacy rates have fallen 4




Full Curicu ur
Maths and Social

Otorohanga College students, from left, Rhiannon Magee, Tai Jones and

Incomplete when Labour lost el October Leah Bell were behind the petition, which nearly 13,000 people signed.

2023.



https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/nz-history-be-taught-all-schools
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/nz-history-be-taught-all-schools
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Whakapapa of Te Mataiaho
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| MATAIRANGI | The guiding kaupapa

whakarae (parterns) that ¢

S refiect the ioeas o

PAVIDNING O way o

MATAIAHIKA | Connecting to place and
community

The overarching kaupapa, expressing the centrality of Te Tiriti o Watangl and its
principles, and New Zealand's vision for ecucation

Matal ki te rangl, homal te kauhau wiananga ki uta, ka whitl he ora. | Look beyond
the honzon, and draw near the bodies of knowsedge that will take us into the futurs

| MATAINUKU | Creating a foundation

Learning through local relationstyps with tengats whenua and
the community

Mitai kbrero ahlahl. | Keep the hearth occupied. malntan the
stores by firelight

(" MATAIOHO | School curriculum design and review

The purpose of tha curnculum, and #¢ principles and thear
Mssocated calls to action

Métoi ki te wh , ka tiritiria, ka poupoua. | Ground and
nurture the learnings.

he Centre 35 represent Durpose 4 el 1

The process by which schools draw on the national curnculum to
desgn thair school curnculum

Matal oho, matal ara, whitil, whakatika. | Awaken, anse, and
prepare for action

" MATAIAHO | Weaving leaming within and across
learning areas

The purmpose, big idoas, knowledge, and practices for each of the
®ight larreng areas

Mitai rangaranga te abo tG, te aho pae. | Weave the loarning
strands together.

| ATSlar a-a-hae e Ieiresent hversty. 1esibe

:

MATAITIPU | Vision for young people

The educstional visson for young people, as concewved by young
people

Matatipu hel papa whenuakura. | Grow and nownsh a thrving
community.

| MATAIREA | Supporting progress

The whole schoolng pathway, and the overarching foous and
essontmal pedagogies for kaiako and kaimahs at each phase of
Ieaming

Mitai ka roa, ka pilvi hei mEhuri, [ Build and support progress

kar! lines fepresent buiding Snd suppoe big
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\’a] NZ CURRICULUM REFORM — NATIONAL COALITION
GOVERNMENT 2023-NOW

1 Te Mataiaho
/] S EREIN O AN HORS

A 5 . The New Zealand
' ®* New ‘Refreshed’ curriculum that would be Curriculum

DRAFT

‘knowledge-rich’ and based on ‘science of SHOLISH YRARS D8
2023 Draft

™~

learning’ ‘rebalancing’ of history =

®* Compulsory structured literacy and

structured maths in primary schools

communicate in complete communicate in complete
sentences, correctly using: sentences, correctly using:

- regulor past-tense verbs common irreguiar plural

(suffix -ed)
- comparative and
superiative adjectives

(suffixes -er and -est)
coordinating
conjunctions (e.g., and,
but, for, s0)

- sequencing connectives

nouns and past-tense
verbs

third-person singular
present-tense verbs
(suffix -s)

adverbs (suffix -ly)
subordinating
conjunctions (9.,
because, until, when)
time connectives



https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum-online/teaching-support/structured-literacy-approaches/5637144675.c
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum-online/teaching-support/structured-approaches-to-maths/5637162576.c
https://newzealandcurriculum.tahurangi.education.govt.nz/new-zealand-curriculum-online/teaching-support/structured-approaches-to-maths/5637162576.c
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SAVE OUR SCHOOLS

Solutions for New Zealand's
Education Crisis

M hael Johnston

®* Dominan

decline’.
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Figure 1. Average maths and reading level for 15-year-olds
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Source: Based on data from Ingram et al. (2023) and OECD (2007, 2010, 2013, 2016, 2019, 2023). Note: PISA results are scaled to fit

approximate normal distributions that have a mean of around 500 and a standard deviation of about 100. This means that only around 2% of

students score above 700 or below 300 points. Mote: England's maths and reading scores fell by 12 and 9 points respectively from 2018, I
representing falls of around 10% of a standard deviation. Scores are comparable across countries and across time. Tests are ‘low-stakes’ — ol |F5
they do not determing any future outcomes.

Download the data




Figure 2. The relationship between maths and reading level for 15-year-olds and socio-
economic gaps in the OECD countries, 2022

@ OECD countries @ UK nations
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Source: OECD, 2023 - Note: The horizontal axis measures the gap between the most and least disadvantaged quintiles in reading and maths
(averaged). The vertical axis plots country-level averages of reading and maths scores. Green dashed lines indicate England's position. PISA

results are scaled to fit approximate normal distributions that have a mean of around 500 and a standard deviation of about 100. This .ll IFS
means that only around 2% of students score above 700 or below 300 points.

Download the data
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Te Mataiaho

THE REFRESHED
NEW ZEALAND CURRICULUM
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ge as socially transformative — greater

valuing of knowledge(s)




numeracy and

T M St

Thett M Z oo lomed
Curriculum

HATHEMATICE AkD

ETATISTICS YEARS 0-8 ning and focus on

E -y

The New Zealand Curriculum emove Maori language and focus —

leaving tokenistic remainders (e.g.

Mathematics and
logo)

Statistics Year 7

Deleher A2

® Strong focus on literacy /numeracy for
labour market and future success



‘matters if

‘opportunities
“horizons, transforming their

ves, and cultivating their moral
sensitivity” (Deng, 2018, p. 377).
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y Publishing.

eading’ curriculum to
/s40841-021-00238-9
the future of disciplinary learning: a

Bernsteinian critiqu

and New Zeqlqnd The Curriculum Journal, 25(1), 50-75. doi:10.1080/09585176.2013.872047

Wood, B. E., & Hughson, T. (2025). A framework for analysis of curriculum pendulum swings: Comparing curriculum



https://doi.org/10.1080/09585176.2013.874954
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585176.2013.874954
https://doi.org/10.1002/curj.70008
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