Providing students and their parents with comprehensive information about curricula, educational and vocational training possibilities, career choices and employment prospects, is simply not good enough. We believe that guidance counsellors should act as a catalyst, even if this may lead to unpleasant reactions in their clients.
In a clear break with tradition, a parents' night with a difference could be an ideal way to initiate this process. Such an event can indeed provide a valuable occasion to address inappropriate expectations that students and their parents may have regarding certain educational paths and/or vocational training choices. Furthermore, a parents' night with a difference presents counsellors with a perfect opportunity to confront students and their parents with a number of undesirable realities, that they may not have considered before or have recklessly chosen to ignore. While such a blunt aka undiplomatic approach may sometimes come across as disrespectful or even cruel, their professional deontology should ensure that counsellors are always truthful, avoiding doublespeak, gobbledegook and pompous jargon. 
In this paper, the authors use cartoons in a provocative yet humorous way to illustrate a parents' night with a difference, applying the dichotomy between sense and sensibility to promote career choices based on both reason and emotion.
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