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Proposal Information
· Bell, Pamela (last, first name)
· Sir Mark Dunajtschik Chair of Construction + Professor of Advanced Construction, Te Herenga Waka | Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand
· Pamela.Bell@VUW.ac.nz
· Te Herenga Waka | Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand
· Additional presenters from collaborating organisations, such as Mahi Toa (Ngati Toa) to be confirmed at a later stage
· Please note that this submission can be formed for either a Workshop or a Symposia if there are other similarly themed proposals that can be grouped together.

Title
· 'Fundamentals + Future-proofing’: reimagining tertiary education using live sites + real people in innovative ways.
Sub-themes connected to ‘Navigating the Future’
· Intergenerational knowledge transfer 
· Honouring ancestral practices
· Nurturing best practices from the ground up
· Holistic organisational and personal wellness
· Work-life balance and wānanga learning
· Mental health and resilience
Presentation language
· English
Keywords
· Construction, collaboration, digital-first, innovation


Abstract
In current global conditions, where every country is experiencing massive pressure on economic growth, technological innovation, and the pace of change, the tertiary sector is reconsidering how to best prepare and future-proof both our graduates and our courses for relevance, industry-readiness, and blue-sky research credentials.
The brand-new Advanced Construction programme at Te Herenga Waka | Victoria University of Wellington is currently being established thanks to a generous contribution from Sir Mark Dunajtschik and Dame Dorothy Spotswood. 
The three-year Bachelor and shorter Master’s are being rolled out starting in early 2026. The team is drawing on fifty-years of embedded expertise in the School of Architecture in both the Architecture and the Building Science programmes. Construction completes the ‘A,B,C’ of programme offerings to students of the future built environment. Construction in this context is about ‘the iPad’ and not ‘the hammer’.
The new tertiary Construction programme is an opportunity is to rethink the university's broader role in society and to move close to industry and perspectives in vocational education by integrating on-the-job learning, live construction sites, and input from subject matter experts so that content is as up-to-the-minute as possible. These are new ways to deliver embedded concepts or FUNDAMENTALS in terms of course content.
Importantly, the future of the built environment education is focused in these five areas: digital-first, innovative construction methods, sustainability practices, wellbeing (alongside Health & Safety), and the local iwi economy (learning from Māori land development case studies). Together, these are the innovative ways of FUTURE-PROOFING learning for our ākonga and graduates.
And now the challenge. 
The FACTS are that students now have two-minute attention spans, not twenty minutes as we all thought during the global COVID pandemic. Students are highly connected to digital media and purported as the ‘anxious generation’. Employers say they want people that literally turn up on time, that wear the right clothes, and that know when to use a phone or send a text or email or have a face-to-face conversation. They need people with people skills.
This aligns with the Construction Sector Accord’s ‘Construction Skills Strategy’ (2023) which identified that ‘How we treat each other’ is the number one priority for the sector, ahead of ‘How we learn’ and ‘What we learn’.
Also, AI use is growing and there are no clear guidelines for students, lecturers or research conventions. The rules are literally being made as we go. The plane is being built as we fly it. 
The FUN aspects are that we now have an opportunity to build ‘curiosity’ and ‘critical thinking’ on either side of the ‘content’ that AI now has domain over. The questions we should be asking in tertiary education are about how we develop curious human beings. 
This is being explored alongside the involvement of a carefully curated group of humans for the new Construction programme. This Industry Advisory Group meets quarterly and then collaborates with the student body on industry panel events alongside relevant industry associations. An annual ‘Construction Hui’ enables industry to lay down whero or challenges which students then respond to with their developing research skills. 
Live construction site visits and a recurring cadence of subject matter expert appearances in construction course studios feature alongside guest lecturers, teaching fellows, and adjunct professor roles to bring industry into the tertiary classroom. 
The role of bite-sized learning through post-grad courses and stackable credits or micro-credentials is also being explored as a way to bring industry members into the classroom alongside traditional student learners. 
The direction of this workshop is that we are all on a collaborative and ‘shared journey toward new horizons’ as we work on the innovative edge between academia and industry to collaborate, design and deliver a brand-new programme in a brand-new way. Digital tools of today are being used to equip our ākonga learners for a changing world on the construction site tomorrow.
We want to connect with others who are challenging the way we teach in collaboration with industry stakeholders to create stronger connections and pathways between academia and future workplaces.

Workshop proposal
The proposal will be further refined closer to the event, in summary:
· Introduction – the context of our changing global environment as outlined in the abstract above.
· Objectives – to connect with other career guidance professionals about the changing context, changing needs for learners and graduates, and changing ways of learning in tertiary environments in collaboration with industry stakeholders.
· Theoretical basis – this is an experiential inquiry as the construction programme is being designed and delivered in practice currently. 
· Methodology – this is a qualitative inquiry, and feedback is sought on experiences from others around the world.
· Results – we hope to learn more about benchmarking and alignment with similar tertiary programmes across vocational and tertiary providers internationally.
· Conclusion – there is much to learn about constant change in our context of constant change – let’s collaborate to learn alongside each other.
Further workshop details:
· Content – the workshop framing will be context setting as in the abstract above. 
· Target audience – career guidance professionals who are learning the opportunities in the built environment sector, and those who are genuinely interested in how young people learn and what the tertiary sector needs to do to cultivate curiosity in the age of AI.
· Format (interactive, presentation-based or experiential) – a presentation will set the context, and then small group or table-based interactive activities will be facilitated to create a conversation report-back to the room about the ways experience-based learning could take place at tertiary institutions alongside collaborative industry stakeholder involvement.

Contact details
· For further inquiries, contact the Sir Mark Dunajtschik Chair of Construction and Professor of Advanced Construction, Pamela Bell pamela.bell@vuw.ac.nz 
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