ALEA ABSTRACT – one-hour workshop
Rich Experiences, Extraordinary Outcomes: Transforming Writing in the Primary Classroom
This practical workshop explores how teachers can design rigorous, community-connected poetry units that intentionally weave mentor texts, genre knowledge, and Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL) into cohesive curriculum planning.
Grounded in a community-based literacy project, the session highlights the importance of contextual teaching. The foundation of this project positions place, community, and student experience as central to curriculum design rather than as an add-on. Participants will consider how poetry instruction becomes more powerful when it is responsive to the cultural, geographic, and social contexts in which students live and learn.
Using the Teaching and Learning Cycle (TLC), we will examine how to move from immersion in carefully selected mentor texts, to deconstruction of language features, to joint construction and independent writing. Through a functional grammar lens, we will explore how poetic meaning is shaped through choices such as rhythm, repetition, imagery, nominal groups, and sound devices, and how these can be taught explicitly. Attention will also be given to how visual grammar supports multimodal composition.
This workshop centres on transferable curriculum design principles and participants are encouraged to bring a unit of work they are currently planning or teaching, with their own teaching context in mind. Together, we will identify opportunities to strengthen genre clarity, scaffold language explicitly, and design writing instruction that is both contextually responsive and curriculum aligned.
Teachers will leave with practical planning tools, mentor text analysis strategies, and adaptable frameworks that elevate poetry teaching across diverse classroom settings.




