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On behalf of WA Health, welcome
to the 2025 Western Australian
Nursing and Midwifery Excellence
Awards (WANMEA) Gala Ball.

It is an honour to attend this
prestigious event. The WANMEA
provide an important opportunity
to publicly acknowledge and
celebrate the inspirational
achievements of nurses and
midwives who have made an
outstanding contribution to

their professions in Western
Australia. The individuals

DR SHIRLEY BOWEN
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represented tonight across the
14 categories, including the
Nurse or Midwife of the Year and
Lifetime Achievement honorary
award recipient, are among the
finest nurses and midwives in
our State.

The WANMEA showcases nurses
and midwives from all sectors of
health including public, private
and non-government sectors. The
awards acknowledge a standard
of excellence which exceeds
what is expected. Finalists have

Director General WA Health

been recognised and nominated
by their colleagues or patients as
exemplary in their field and for
the lasting impact they have on
their professions, organisations
and the health of Western
Australians.

| congratulate all this year's
nominees, finalists and category
winners and look forward to
sharing in their successes
tonight.




It gives me great pleasure to
warmly welcome you to the
2025 WA Nursing and Midwifery
Excellence Awards Gala Ball. Our
celebrations tonight aptly fall in
between key dates recognising
our professions of nursing and
midwifery. International Day of
the Midwife was celebrated on
May 5 and International Nurses
Day will be celebrated on May 12.

Tonight,  am honoured to
showcase the amazing 2025 WA
Nursing and Midwifery Excellence
Awards finalists, while also
recognising the broader teams

in which they work and who
support them daily.

Nurses and midwives compose
the largest number of
professionals in our health
workforce and, through vast
and varied roles and functions,
demonstrate the necessary
skills and talent to provide both
frontline and behind the scenes
healthcare. Working tirelessly,
nurses and midwives ensure
our State is equipped to provide
exceptional care for our diverse

communities regardless of
location. As the Chief Nursing
and Midwifery Officer, | am
proud of our professions and the
continuous achievements and
advancements made while still
prioritising and showing selfless
and compassionate dedication to
those requiring care.

Once again, our finalists’
nominations were submitted

by their peers, colleagues,

and consumers and were truly
remarkable. Each narrative
highlighted an inspirational
nurse, midwife or team who
exemplified the finest in our
professions. A robust and
competitive shortlisting and
judging process determined our
finalists and winners tonight,
all who truly deserve to be here.
| thank the shortlisting and
judging panels for the difficult
task in selecting our finalists and
winners.

The winner from one of the 14
categories will also be named
the 2025 WA Nurse/Midwife of
the Year in recognition of their

DR ROBINA REDKNAP
Chief Nursing and Midwifery
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outstanding contribution to our
professions and the community
they serve.

Another important part of

this evening is the induction

of a nurse or midwife onto

the prestigious Lifetime
Achievement Honour roll.

This award recognises the
exceptional service provided hy
this individual to their profession
throughout their career and
acknowledges their sustained
and significant contribution

to the wellbeing of others on a
local, national, and global scale.

| would like to express my
gratitude to everyone attending
tonight as we recognise and
celebrate the achievements

of our finalists, winners, and
Lifetime Achievement recipient.
Events like this cannot, and
would not happen, without the
generous support of yourselves,
and our sponsors.
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It is with immense gratitude and
pride that | welcome you to the
2025 WA Nursing and Midwifery
Excellence Awards Gala Ball.

A heartfelt thank you to the
WANMEA Awards Committee,
the gala ball organisers, and our
generous sponsors, especially
my alma mater, Edith Cowan
University, for bringing this
prestigious celebration to life.

Tonight, we gather to honour
the nurses and midwives whose
dedication, compassion, and
service continue to inspire us
all. These are the individuals
who go beyond the call of duty,
who lead with both heart and
skill, and who embody the very
essence of our noble profession.
Their stories remind us why

we chose this path, and why

we remain steadfast in it. As
Mahatma Gandhi once said, “The
best way to find yourself is to
lose yourself in the service of
others.”

As the 2024 recipient of both
the Excellence in Residential
Care Award and the WA Nurse
of the Year, I've spent the past
year reflecting on what true
excellence in nursing looks like.
It is not measured solely by
accolades, but by compassion,
resilience, teamwork, and the
unwavering commitment to show
up, day after day, often in the
face of adversity, to care for
others.

Excellence also lies in the
courage to challenge the status
quo and in the boldness to lead
by lifting others up: by sharing
knowledge generously, and

by leading with kindness and
respect. Especially kindness
and respect for our entry-level
and younger nurses, who bring
vibrancy and new perspectives
to the profession. And it is

of course about us “never
considering ourselves finished
nurses ... we must be learning

PERRI WADDELL
2024 Nurse of the Year

all of our lives” as Florence
Nightingale famously claimed.

To all this year’s outstanding
finalists: congratulations. Your
impact is already profound. You
are the kind of nurse others
want to work alongside, and
your presence here tonight is

a powerful acknowledgment of
that.

To my colleagues and future
awardees: continue to lead

with empathy, integrity, and
excellence. And to the families,
institutions, and communities
that support us, thank you for
standing beside us and helping
us carry this vital work forward.

May this evening not only
celebrate achievement but also
rekindle the spark that drives
us to keep striving, together, for
something greater.

With heartfelt appreciation,
Perri Waddell.
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One of the world’s
leading universities
iIn Nursing.

Proud sponsor of the 2025 WA Nursing
& Midwifery Excellence Awards.

Visit ECU.EDU.AU/NURSING to find out more.

Creative thinkers
made here.

CRICOS Provider No. 00279B
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Edith Cowan University has a reputation for developing some of the highest
quality nursing and midwifery graduates in Western Australia.

GOLD SPONSOR
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HALL & PRIOR

Health & Aged Care Group

Hall & Prior is a family-owned aged care provider operating 39 residential

aged care homes, with in-home and community care programmes across

Western Australia, New South Wales and the ACT. We are proud to promote
individuality, diversity and inclusivity.
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Bethesda

health care

Bethesda Health Care is a private,
independent surgical and specialist
palliative care organisation situated

on the Swan River in Claremont.

From innovative facilities to
immersive learning opportunities, the
Curtin School of Nursing exemplifies
excellence in nursing education.

HCA

Healthcare Australia

HCA are Australia’s leading healthcare
workforce provider and recruiter. The

team assist our clients with permanent,

fixed-term, and day-to-day requests.

We love our Brightwater nurses
because they are caring and
authentic. This means the world
to our residents and clients.

East Metropolitan Health Service
partners with our community to
provide safe, personalised care and
excellence in health service delivery.

| HESTA |

HESTA is a specialist industry super
fund with deep connections to health
and community services and those

who, like them, make our world better.



SILVER SPONSORS

Murdoch Nursing is Strengths Based,

student-focused and committed to,
innovative teaching, preparing high-
quality, career-ready graduates

Notre Dame Uni's School of Nursing &
Midwifery provides the foundational
knowledge and practical skills you
need to achieve your career goals.

North Metropolitan Health Service
provides high quality and safe care across
a range of specialist medical, surgical,
mental health and obstetric services.
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Ramsay
Health Care

Ramsay Health Care is known for its
excellent hospitals and clinics, which provide
a wide range of integrated health services,
delivering outstanding patient care.
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Silverchain is one of Australia’s The South Metropolitan Health
leading in home care specialists, Service comprises of Fiona Stanley
providing health and aged care to Fremantle Hospitals, Rockingham

140,000 clients a year. Peel Group and Peel Health Campus.
b
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SOUTH PERTH

HOSPITAL
South Perth Hospital is a modern WA Country Health Service delivers
private hospital. As a stand-alone high quality care to communities
(NFP) we have developed a reputation across more than 2.5 million square
for excellence in patient centred care, kilometres of rural and remote

offering public and private services. Western Australia.
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The Australian Nursing Federation is WA's Brightside Live is Perth’s premier boutique AV
foremost representative of over 40,000 company, delivering expert event production
nurses and midwives state-wide. in audio, lighting, vision, and multimedia.
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Compassionate people, dedicated to care
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF

OUR 2025 FINALISTS

Co-HIVE Team
Derby Maternity Team
Endoscopy Team

Midwest Renal Team

Adele King
Janice Forrester
Jemma Weidinger

Nicky van Someren

Melinda Olive
Loreta Murphy
Kathryn Boon

Carli Beange

Roxanne Halaby
Deborah Titan

Monique Carbone

Carli Beange
Sian Skillcorn

Jane-Anne Gardner

Maria Xavier
Nicole Slavin

Samara Sekuloff

Robyn Rayner
Scott Stokes

Denise Hughes

Kelly O'Brien
Rhiannon Villiers

Samantha Fryer

Devi Subramaniam
Helen Ainley
Thi Ngoc Han Pham

Elizabeth Troester
Karen Stewart

Rachel Smillie

Eloise Pascoe
Francine Ocampo

Solomon Harrison

Abbey Robinson
Courtney 0'Connor

Jemma Popa

Emma Fowler
Hayley Jukes

Noreen Elliott

Dr Ravani Duggan

Dr Rosemary Saunders

Dr Vicki Patton
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