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15mins

A NEW CLINICAL TRIAL: AUTOLOGOUS OLFACTORY ENSHEATHING CELL 

NERVE BRIDGE TRANSPLANTATION AND INTENSIVE REHABILITATION FOR 

REPAIRING CHRONIC SPINAL CORD INJURY

Prof James St John, Griffith University 

COMPLEX DISCHARGE FOR A VENTILATOR-DEPENDENT QUADRIPLEGIC 

FROM WOLLONGONG HOSPITAL, A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE.V1

Dr Atif Shahzad, Wollongong Hospital

15mins

EVALUATING THE IMPACT OF LEISURE THERAPY ON SATISFACTION AND 

MOOD IN TRAUMATIC INJURY REHABILITATION: A ONE-YEAR PRE-POST 

INTERVENTION STUDY

Salvatore Dema, Austin Health

ENHANCING SEXUAL HEALTH POST-SPINAL CORD INJURY: INITIATIVES AND 

INNOVATIONS

Monique Carbone, Fiona Stanley Hospital

11:30 11:30

7mins

RESTORATIVE CELL TRANSPLANTATION THERAPY FOR SPINAL CORD 

INJURY: WHAT DO THE PATIENTS WANT?

Dr Ronak Reshamwala, Griffith University

IMPROVING PHYSIOTHERAPISTS’ ADHERENCE TO GUIDELINE 

RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE PROVISION OF INSPIRATORY MUSCLE 

TRAINING (IMT) FOR PEOPLE WITH SCI: A PRE POST STUDY

Keira Tranter, The University of Sydney

7mins

UNDERSTANDING CONTEXT AND COLLABORATING WITH CREATIVES TO 

INFORM SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES - LEARNINGS FROM MY QUT ALAN 

MACKAY-SIM TRAVEL FELLOWSHIP

Dr Leanne Rees, Murdoch Children's Research Institute

DEVELOPING A PODCAST AS A HEALTH EDUCATION RESOURCE – A 

WHEELIE GOOD SEX CHAT

Candice Care-Unger, Care Rehab

7mins

QUEENSLAND COMMUNITY OPIOID PRESCRIBING PRACTICES AFTER 

SPINAL CORD INJURY: A DATA LINKAGE STUDY

Samantha Borg, Queensland University

ADAPTING AND OPERATIONALISING SPINAL CORD INJURY GUIDELINES TO 

SUPPORT INPATIENT OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY PRACTICE

Maddison Smith, Alfred Health
7mins

MEASURING READINESS TO RETURN TO WORK IN AN EARLY 

INTERVENTION VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION SERVICE

Rachel Harper, Royal Rehab

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY IN COMMUNITY REHABILITATION

Matthew Ho, Royal Rehab

7mins

USE OF ELECTRICAL STIMULATION THERAPY FOR SPINAL CORD INJURED 

PATIENTS WITH CHRONIC PRESSURE INJURIES

Anne Watts, Fiona Stanley Hospital

CHOOSING NERVE SURGERY CAN BE A CHALLENGING DECISION - WHAT 

WE HAVE DONE TO HELP

Nicola Hunter, Fiona Stanley Hospital 7mins

UNMET HEALTHCARE NEEDS, ACCESS TO SERVICES AND EXPERIENCES 

WITH HEALTH PROVIDERS AMONG PERSONS WITH SPINAL CORD INJURY 

IN AUSTRALIA

Prof Timothy J Geraghty, Griffith University

ENABLING CONSUMER INVOLVEMENT IN RESEARCH: A CONSUMER 

CONSULTANCY SERVICE FOR RESEARCHERS

Antonio Vecchio, The Spinal Research Institute

9 mins Combined Q&A Combined Q&A 9mins Combined Q&A Combined Q&A

12:00 12:00

12:00 Room SIRUS INDIAN OCEAN SUITE

14:30

15:00

Room SIRUS INDIAN OCEAN SUITE

15mins

PERSON-CENTERED EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS FOR PEOPLE WITH 

DISABILITY

Liala Cadelli, Spinal Cord Injuries Australia

SPINAL REHABILITATION MOBILE APP

Phan Vu Son Nguyen, Fiona Stanley Hospital

15mins

SUSTAINABILITY AT THE HEALTH CARE COAL FACE

Johnson Paily, Fiona Stanley Hospital

A TECHNOLOGY-FOCUSED SERVICE WITHIN A REHABILITATION SETTING: 

THE HABITEC LAB 

Soo Oh, Princess Alexandra Hospital 

7mins

HEALTH INFORMATION MANAGEMENT AND THE FRONTLINE CLINICIAN: 

OPTIMISING DOCUMENTATION STANDARDS FOR PATIENTS WITH NEW 

SPINAL CORD INJURY

Brooke Wadsworth, Queensland Health

SETTING ME UP OR HOLDING ME BACK?:  THE PERSPECTIVES OF PEOPLE 

WITH SCI ON REHABILITATION SUPPORT AT INPATIENT DISCHARGE AND 3 

MONTHS POST-DISCHARGE FROM HOSPITAL

Prof Timothy J Geraghty, Griffith University
14:15

7mins

PRESCRIPTION PAIN MEDICATION DISPENSING IN THE 12-MONTHS AFTER 

ACUTE SPINAL CORD INJURY: AN OBSERVATIONAL STUDY

Samantha Borg, Queensland University

USING THE THEORETICAL DOMAINS FRAMEWORK TO INFORM 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GUIDELINES ON THE PHYSIOTHERAPY 

MANAGEMENT OF PEOPLE WITH SPINAL CORD INJURY

Keira Tranter, The University of Sydney
15:45

16:00

16:15

9mins Combined Q&A Combined Q&A

15:00

17:30

17:00 19:00

*The program is subject to change

Accurate as of 25.11.2024

15 mins

15:30

Meeting Dinner

Gage Roads Brewing Company

Afternoon Tea

Plenary 2: Climate Change, Environmental Sustainability, and Health Plenary

Speakers: Marcalee Alexander, Rehabilitation Physiatrist and Founder of Sustain our Abilities

Samantha Jenkinson,

Iriaka Isaacs, Climate Justice Union

Sallie Forrest, Public Health Physician and Medical Advisor to the Sustainable Development Unit, Department of Health

ANZSCoS AGM

Sirus room
Afternoon Tea

 Discipine Specific Meetings

Welcome Reception

Exhibition Area

16:15

Day 1 Concludes

13:00

Registration Opens

IMPLEMENTATION OF INSPIRATORY MUSCLE TRAINING FOR INDIVIDUALS 

WITH ACUTE TETRAPLEGIA ADMITTED TO A SPINAL CORD INJURY SERVICE

Hannah Verspuy, Austin Health

7 minutes Concurrent Sessions

A SUSTAINABLE MODEL OF CARE FOR PEOPLE WITH A SPINAL CORD 

INJURY IN NSW SUPPORTED BY DISCRETE-EVENT DYNAMIC SIMULATION 

MODELLING

Komal Adarkar, Agency for Clinical Innovation

Lunch

SEXUALITY AND SPINAL CORD INJURY: THE PRESENTING ISSUES AND 

INTERVENTIONS FOR PSYCHOSEXUAL THERAPY

Candice Care-Unger, Care Rehab

Plenary 3: Sustaining connection (SCI in the community) 

Guest speakers: Professor Ruth Barker, James Cook University, Chris Kerr, ATLAS & Nishu Tyagi, Edith Cowan University

Joined by panellists Melissa McCormick, Rural Spinal Cord Injury Service & Dee Wilson, Repat Health Precinct

9:00

ENHANCING INTERN UNDERSTANDING OF AUTONOMIC DYSREFLEXIA IN 

SPINAL CORD INJURY (SCI) PATIENTS

Dr Kelly Dungey, Bond University 

15mins

IS GAMING FOR EVERYONE

Adam Wilson, Royal Rehab

13:00

15minute break
7 minutes Concurrent Sessions

7mins

15:30

15 minutes Concurrent Sessions

BLADDER AND BOWEL MINIMUM DATA SET ON DISCHARGE FROM SPINAL 

INJURY UNIT- ROYAL REHAB- SYDNEY

Dr Gerard Weber, Royal Rehab

Closing Ceremony

Plenary 4: Sexual health and intimacy in SCI 

Speakers:  Dr Chloe Bryant, Ebonny McGann and Lachlan Cousins

13:30

Conclusion of Meeting

Workshop

FROM ONE LIFE TO ANOTHER – HOW ADOPTING A SOCIAL LENS TO 

REHABILITATION CAN HELP PROMOTE SUSTAINABILITY FOR PEOPLE WITH 

SPINAL CORD INJURY

Dr Johnny Burke, Mrs Hannah McPierzie & Dr Leanne Rees, Murdoch 

Children's Research Institute

13:00

Workshop

NAVIGATING THE DIGITAL AND SOCIAL MEDIA LANDSCAPE IN THE REALM 

OF SCI

Antonio Vecchio, The Spinal Research Institute

Yarning Circle

THE UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES OF A NORMAL LIFE WITH SCI

Andrew Hall, New Zealand Spinal Trust

Afternoon Tea

Registration Desk Open & Arrival tea and coffee8:00
McArthur Community Care Breakfast Session: Relationships in Disability Support with Stewart Pope

(Indian Ocean Suite)

Breakfast from 7.00am 

Presentation from 7.15am

Arrival tea and coffee

Morning Tea

Plenary 1: Sustaining a SCI (SCI care - both acute and chronic)

Speakers: Chris Martin,  Rollo Craib & Dr Rob Schutze

Keynote Presentation: What does SCI equity and inclusiveness look like in a community?  

Speaker: Jos Fransicus

Pre-conference Workshop: The Perfect Gaming Setup — Bridging the Gap Between Intention and Expression

This workshop is designed for those looking to confidently assess and recommend gaming as a viable option for clients with diverse abilities, or 

gamers aiming to streamline and optimise their play through novel customisation options. Our goal is to empower you with the tools and vocabulary 

necessary to explore complex gaming setups, so you can effectively advocate for gaming's benefits — entertainment, social engagement, therapy, 

personal expression – or enjoy them yourself.

Key Takeaways:

 - Develop confidence in identifying gaming as a suitable option for clients.

- Gain skills to research gaming solutions using the right keywords.

- Understand assessment tools and protocols to evaluate clients' needs.

Pre-conference Workshop: Shoulder Pain and Spinal Cord Injury: Towards a Comprehensive Model of Care

Shoulder pain is the most common musculoskeletal disorder affecting individuals with SCI population representing a personal burden for individuals 

and an economic burden to society. SPiSCI development is influenced by 1) underlying SCI demographics, 2) upper extremity reliance, and 3) 

psychosocial profile. SPiSCI impacts functions that load the shoulder through range of motion (e.g. dressing) or weight-bearing (e.g. transfers). SPiSCI 

develops insidiously, with increased shoulder load being the primary causative agent. Pain provocation tests confirm the source of symptoms and rule 

out differential diagnoses; the shoulder then has its mechanics evaluated, focussing on range and strength profiles. SPiSCI management aims to 

improve the shoulders’ ability to generate and tolerate functional loading. Respecting pain, and managing it directly where possible, rehabilitation 

remediates causative mechanical impairments, achieved by a program that 1) strengthens tendons and their supporting musculature through 

resistance exercise, and 2) promotes loading capacity through progressive functional exercise. This approach is augmented with respect to pain

and psychosocial status.

Pre-conference Workshop: Complex Wheelchair Solutions

The Rehabilitation Engineering Clinic (REC) within WA Department of Health has been providing complex mobility, seating, and environmental 

solutions for clients with spinal cord injury for over 40 years. The team takes a multidisciplinary approach towards problem solving, designing new 

and customising existing assistive technology with clinicians, technical officers and engineers working in collaboration. This workshop outlines clinical 

factors that need to be considered when setting up this complex assistive technology and demonstrates some of the systems that REC has been 

instrumental in developing. The workshop will include 45 minutes of presentation time covering the various aspects of prescription and set up 

followed by one hour of hands-on opportunities to view and explore the equipment and 15 minutes of QA. Three different stations will be set up 

covering – Powered wheelchair (PWC) with alternative controls, Complex seating set ups with pressure mapping and Environmental controls through 

a PWC.

Morning Tea

Registration Desk Open

Workshop

Peer Support Fundamentals : Facilitation and Sharing Stories about Living 

Well with SCI

Tim Rushby-Smith - Skills for Independence & Komal Adarkar, Spinal 

Cord Injury Service

Lunch

15 minutes Concurrent SessionsMixed Concurrent Sessions

Wednesday 27th November Friday 29th NovemberThursday 28th November

7 minutes Concurrent Sessions

Official Opening and Welcome to Country                               


