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The Australian Cancer Plan

Addresses all cancers, with a focus on 
addressing disparity of experience and outcome

Optimal Care Pathways as national 
standards to help consumers navigate the 

health system smoothly

Focuses on 10 priority population groups at 
risk of poorer cancer outcomes and experiences

Developed using a comprehensive 
stakeholder engagement strategy

www.australiancancerplan.gov.au  

Will be reviewed after the 2- and 5-year marks to 
ensure it is on track to meet the 10-year ambitions

https://www.australiancancerplan.gov.au/


Adopting a partnership approach

Enhancing the experience of consumers, including their 
carers and families across the care continuum

Co-design approach to health systems to accommodate 
different cultural, socioeconomic, geographic, 

environmental and personal needs

Targeted focus and support for priority population groups

Engaging and empowering individuals

Achieving world-class cancer outcomes and experiences 
for all Australians

the absence of 
disparities for 
people with 

different levels of 
social advantage

Framework for 
Health Equity in Cancer Outcomes 

Equity is central to the Australian Cancer Plan



Plan on a Page

46 actions in the Plan

Actions were tested and refined 
through extensive consultation

Actions aim to support all 
people affected by cancer

16 actions to improve equity of 
outcomes for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people 



2 years 5 years 10 years
Prevention, screening and 
health promotion activities 

and partnerships…

Co-designed, community-led 
and culturally safe activities

Policy changes to address 
determinants of health

A cancer control 
system that seeks to 
eliminate racism, 
proactively reduces 

cancer risk and 
supports all 

Australians to access 
personalised, 

evidence-based 
cancer prevention 

and early detection 
strategies

Ongoing assessment of the 
evidence for risk-based, cost-

effective population screening…

Improved access 
and standard of 

care

Involving engagement with 
priority population groups, 

ensuring a strengths-
based approach

Improvements to existing 
evidence-based, risk-stratified, 

cancer screening programs 
supported by a Genomics 

Framework

Maximising Cancer Prevention and 
Early Detection

…responsive, tailored, in-language and delivered 
in a wide range of settings, such as rural 

communities, correctional facilities, and online 

…to ensure programs are continuous 
improved, relevant, and aligned to the current 

evidence base



Enhanced Consumer Experience

Co-designed and 
accessible navigation 

models

Tailored information 
for consumers

Culturally responsive resources 
for health care providers

Navigation widely 
available for all 

Australians

Consistent culturally 
responsive care

People affected by 
cancer are partners in 

culturally safe, 
equitable and 

responsive cancer 
care, and health 

services and systems 
are trusted and 

supported for optimal 
experience, quality 
of life and cancer 

outcomes

Inform and involve people in their own care and 
respect and respond to the preferences, needs 

and values of consumers, their carers and families

Improve health literacy and 
reduce cancer-related stigma

Cultural training programs

Co-designing tailored resources 
with priority population groups

Ensure care for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people are trauma-

aware and healing-informed

Multi-channel, multi-disciplined 
navigation models that ensure the right 

support at the right time for every 
consumer across the cancer continuum

Develop national guidelines 
on culturally responsive 

resources

2 years 5 years 10 years



Achieving Equity in Cancer Outcomes for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People

Meaningful partnerships 
and engagement

Accountability for 
culturally safe care

Addressing racism 
and discrimination

Ongoing place-
based engagement

Culturally safe, trauma-
aware, healing-informed 
care embedded within 
cancer-related services

Supporting Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait 

Islander knowledge, 
strength and 

sovereignty in a health 
system that achieves 
equity for Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait 
Islander people 

affected by cancer

Embed Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander voices in policymaking

Develop new and strengthen existing 
partnerships between Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander communities and health services

Compliance with national standards

At an individual and institutional level

Flexible engagement on 
Country or close to communities

Yarning circles with Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander stakeholders, 
peak organisations, community 

groups and individual representatives

Understand the unique needs of 
communities

Nationally consistent strategies and 
guidelines are co-designed with Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander people

2 years 5 years 10 years
Leadership



Implementation of the Plan

We invite the sector to consider 
opportunities to lead, fund and partner 
in implementing actions within the Plan

Information from the sector will inform monitoring 
and evaluation of the Plan

https://canceraus.engagementhub.com.au/implementation-plan-activities

Implementation is a shared responsibility requiring 
leadership and collaboration across the cancer 
control sector with a wide range of partners

Call to action



canceraustralia.gov.au
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