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Aims and objectives of the research

Aims: To ‘close the gap' in the health and equity of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. By
gaining an understanding of the impact on the
health of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children, families, and communities when the child is
removed and the right to breastfeed is lost.

Objectives:

Determine the impact on the health of Aboriginal &
Torres Strait Islander children and families when the
child is removed from the mother's care at
breastfeeding age.

Develop strategies to keep mother and child
connected, while supporting the right to
breastfeed.
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The current issue
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Scoping Literature Review
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ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Unveiling injustice: Disrupting child removal policies and
upholding breastfeeding: An emancipatory framework
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University of Canberra, Canberra.
Australian Capital Territory, Australia Abstract

Before colonization, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities had nur-

Correspandence : o =
e Tak. Lintsesaliy ol Eaneres, turing, holistic, and communitarian approaches that promoted extended and
Canberra, ACT, Australia. healthy lives for their children. Colonization, marked by policies of genocide
Emall: amanda.peckeanberra.edu.au and assimilation, has resulted in an alarming overrepresentation of Aboriginal

and Torres Strait Islander children under the care of child protection agencies,
resulting in compromised health outcomes and reduced life expectancies. We
are conducting a study designed to enhance positive developmental outcomes
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children by articulating and enabling
the rights of mothers and children to breastfeed in the context of a child protec-
tion intervention and child removal. To understand and address this problem,
it is critical to implement culturally safe, de-colonized, emancipatory research
that is guided by and benefits Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communi-
ties. This article presents an emancipatory framework that we are applying to
our study using an Aboriginal participatory action research approach, that serves
as a guide for non-Indigenous researchers seeking to conduct research with
Indigenous communities, We emphasize the importance of incorporating an
Aboriginal participatory action research framework, using community consulia-
tion and codesign; culturally secure data collection methods, and paying atten-
tion to Indigenous data sovereignty. Developing trusting respectful relationships
is conducive to knowledge acquisition, exchange, and use, when research ap-
proaches deeply rooted in community involvement are applied. A call to action
by the critical midwifery studies collective, urges non-Indigenous researchers to
become accountable allies that demonstrates respect for community leadership
while actively striving to ensure research does not perpetuate further harm, and
produces effective change. This article provides an overview of ways to conduct
ethical emancipatory research with Indigenous participants, that is, of benefit to
midwifery practitioners and is applicable to many areas of research, policy, and
practice.
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Step 1- Project design & Implementation.
|dentify research topic, questions and goal
Step 2- Partner engagement

Identify research partners and invite them to
collaborate

Step 3- Data Collection

Choose & implement the research & data
collection methodology

Step 4- Data Analysis

Choose analysis method, analyse and cross
check with partners & participants

Step 5- Reporting

Disseminate the results as defined by the
community

Constant collaboration and reflexivity with
the Aboriginal Community at the centre of
the research.
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Coercive Control of Breastfeeding

“l was allowed to continue breastfeeding [baby], but not at his
times...I mean you try breastfeeding a child at 11 in the morning when
he’s used to having a breastfeed at night...”

- Carla*

“I heard them saying, out the back where they take the breastmilk, that
they were going to tip the milk out because it wasn’t safe. | wished they
would have just tested it.”

-Shannon*
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INTERGENERATIONAL CYCLE

“...because of me being In this like In the system...my
oldest...when they found out she was ]pregnant...they
only intervened originally because of that reason”

- Bundjalung woman, speaking of her
eldest daughter
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Babies red-
flagged

Organisational
failure in duty
of care

Totalitarian
control over
breastfeeding
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informed care

racism
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Power
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Are mldW|ves complicit
In creating harm to
Infants, mothers, and
families due to failure
to provide duty of
care?

(Dragon, 2019)
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“THERE IS A MOMENT WHERE YOU HAVE TO
CHOOSE WHETHER TO BE SILENT OR STAND UP”

- Malala Yousafzal
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