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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples

(Horton, 1996)



Aims: To ‘close the gap' in the health and equity of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. By 
gaining an understanding of the impact on the 
health of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children, families, and communities when the child is 
removed and the right to breastfeed is lost.

 
Objectives:
 Determine the impact on the health of Aboriginal & 

Torres Strait Islander children and families when the 
child is removed from the mother's care at 
breastfeeding age.

 Develop strategies to keep mother and child 
connected, while supporting the right to 
breastfeed.

  

Aims and objectives of the research

(VACCHO, 2016)
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The current issue

(AIHW, 2022a;2022b)



Scoping Literature Review

What is the evidence for the use of 
restorative practice to protect the 
human rights of infants when at risk of 
being removed from the care of their 
parents, to care that supports health 
and wellbeing in early childhood and 
beyond? 



Peek, A., Hamilton, S., Atchan, M., Jojo, N., & 
Northam, H. (2024). Unveiling injustice: 
Disrupting child removal policies and upholding 
breastfeeding: An emancipatory framework. 
Birth. https://doi.org/10.1111/birt.12852 



 Step 1- Project design & Implementation.

 Identify research topic, questions and goal

 Step 2- Partner engagement

 Identify research partners and invite them to    
collaborate

 Step 3- Data Collection    

Choose & implement the research & data 
collection methodology

 Step 4- Data Analysis 

Choose analysis method, analyse and cross 
check with partners & participants

 Step 5- Reporting

 Disseminate the results as defined by the 
community

Constant collaboration and reflexivity with 
the Aboriginal Community at the centre of 

the research.



YARNS UNDERWAY- EARLY FINDINGS



“I was allowed to continue breastfeeding [baby], but not at his 
times…I mean you try breastfeeding a child at 11 in the morning when 

he’s used to having a breastfeed at night…”
- Carla*

Coercive  Control of Breas tfeeding

“I heard them saying, out the back where they take the breastmilk, that 
they were going to tip the milk out because it wasn’t safe. I wished they 

would have just tested it.”

-Shannon*



“…because of me being in this like in the system…my 
oldest…when they found out she was pregnant…they 

only intervened originally because of that reason”

- Bundjalung woman, speaking of her 
eldest daughter

INTERGENERATIONAL CYCLE
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Are midwives complicit 
in creating harm to 

infants, mothers, and 
families due to failure 

to provide duty of 
care?

(Dragon, 2019)



- Malala Yousafzai

“THERE IS A MOMENT WHERE YOU HAVE TO 
CHOOSE WHETHER TO BE SILENT OR STAND UP”

STAND UP
(GMAR members 2016)  
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