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Clinical Advisory Group
Established in March 2023

To provide expert clinical advice to support the delivery of 
nationally consistent, contemporary, evidence-based and high-
quality breast screening and assessment services through 
BreastScreen Australia. 
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Who can request advice?

Maintaining currency:
We also review advice of the previous
Clinical Advisory Committee, developed five
or more years ago

BSA National Quality 
Management Committee

BSA Program Management 
Group

BreastScreen Services

Department of Health and
Aged Care Other BSA stakeholders



Status of CAG advice
Emerging evidence

• Clinical evidence not yet been rigorously verified requires further 
investigation. 

• Jurisdictions may adopt emerging evidence or undertake trials or pilots 
to test the evidence base. 

• The clinical advice could be expressed as a position statement or a 
summary of evidence to inform jurisdictional decisions. 

Best practice guidance
• Clinical advice that has a rigorous evidence base and should be 

encouraged as the care standard nationwide. 
• Not mandated, there may be jurisdictional constraints of an operational, 

budget or service delivery. 
• Best practice guidance would not be included in the NAS, although over 

time it may become national policy. 

National policy
• Evidence-based best practice that is agreed to by all jurisdictions. 
• Is mandatory to implement nationwide. 
• Is reflected in the BreastScreen Australia National Accreditation 

Standards (NAS) at the appropriate time. 



BreastScreen Australia:
2020 Position Statement on 
breast density and screening

Review of 2020 Position Statement 
on breast density and screening

Consultation
Clinical experts and colleges De 2023 - Feb 2024

BSA Program Management Group

National Quality Management Committee

Cancer and Population Screening Committee



2023 2024 

Endorsement 
by CAPS

April 2024

Send to PMG and NQMC

May to Oct 2023

Commissioned independent 
evidence review of national and 

international evidence

Dec 2023- Feb 2024

Targeted consultation

Jun 2024

Review and finalise

Process and Timeline of Review 

May 2023

CAG meeting Aug 2023

CAG meeting

Nov 2023

CAG meeting

Nov to Dec 2023

Update draft statement

March 2024

CAG meeting

MAY    –    JUN    –    JUL    –    AUG    –    SEP    –    OCT    –    NOV    –    DEC  JAN    –    FEB    –    MAR    –    APR    –    MAY    –    JUN



Draft CAG advice in progress
Role of bilateral 
tomosynthesis 
in BreastScreen 

assessment

Management of 
women with 

cosmetic breast 
injections in the 

BSA program

Management of 
women with 

atypical ductal 
hyperplasia and 

lobular neoplasia 
on needle core 

biopsy in the BSA 
program

Use of vacuum 
assisted core 
biopsy in the 
BSA program

Assessment of 
abnormal axillary 

lymph nodes in 
women with 

malignant breast 
lesions in the 
BSA program

Use of breast 
MRI for 

assessment in 
the BSA 
program

Notification of 
screen-detected 
breast implant 

problems in the 
BSA program



Questions?
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