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About the project

Cancer screening in refugee communities from Sub-Saharan Africa and
Middle East
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* Trained 32 settlement and
community workers

* 82% no prior cancer screening
training
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Breast screening consultations

e Year of arrival: 1999-2023

e 14 countries of origin

Six breast screening consultations with 45 women

English, Arabic, Ezidi, Swahili and Kirundi * 26 languages
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60% of women had not heard of breast screening

70% had never done a breast screen

“Back home, we never heard of breast cancer screening”

“There are a lot of people in the community who do not know
[about cancers] and what to do about them.”

“In Africa, when you test positive, [for cancer] there is
something wrong in you. If the test is positive, it is hard to tell

people”

Cancer Institute NSW



Interventions NSW

GOVERNMENT

“What would help more people in your community do cancer screening?

‘We need community education. More visual workshops’

‘Put audio information in our language and we will share it in the WhatsApp
group. We don’t need much, just short information.’

A family event’

‘People should be trained in our communities to run workshops”
“make screening mandatory”

“Screening every one year”

“GPs should encourage screening more”
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Interventions

Breast health and
. breast screening
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