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Manalagi framework: Exploring the experiences of Pacific Rainbow+ communities with the Ministry of social development
Seuta’afili Dr Patrick Thomsen ASK  \* MERGEFORMAT 
ABSTRACT (500 WORDS MAXIMUM)
Very little focused research exists on the experiences and aspirations of Pacific Rainbow+ peoples (LGBTQIA+. MVPFAFF+) in Aotearoa New Zealand in any field. Even less exists around this cohort’s experiences with social support services through providers such as the Ministry of Social Development (MSD). What does exist in health and wellbeing research suggests that this intersectional cohort experience poorer wellbeing outcomes than mainstream Pacific and Pākehā Rainbow individuals and are likely to experience both racial and homo/transphobic discrimination in schools, health providers, government institutions as well as from wider Aotearoa-New Zealand society. This presentation reports some preliminary findings from a study commissioned by MSD that sought to understand what common themes recur in the experiences of Pacific Rainbow+ peoples in Aotearoa when seeking support specifically from the Ministry. Deploying a Pacific methodological and theoretical framework (Whāriki/Fala framework), the research team utilised talanoa with individuals across Aotearoa-New Zealand to generate data. Based on this data, the research team are currently developing a report for MSD that aims to identify what has worked well, what has not worked so well, and what could work better, to ensure Pacific Rainbow+ peoples feel empowered to engage with MSD in the future. This work is significant and timely, representing a genuine effort from a government sector agency to embed an intersectional approach, improving the sharpness and sensitivity in the depth of data used to inform policy decisions and designs of programmatic interventions.    
Keywords 

Pacific, Rainbow+; MVPAFF+; Manalagi; Social Services; Social Welfare; Rainbow; Queer; LGBTQIA+ social support.
2023 CARN Conference


[image: image1.png]