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PrEP in Australia: is it equitable now? What is 

needed? 

• Human rights

• Effectiveness of the PrEP response 

Why is equity important in the PrEP response?
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PrEP Effectiveness requires high-level roll-out

• Target to high-risk gay men, 

aim for high coverage (90%), 

roll-out PrEP quickly

• Herd protection is a critical 

part of the population-level 

effect

• Equity is critical to population-

level effectiveness
Slide courtesy of Richard Gray

Mathematical modelling suggests… 

• Equity is required for population-leel

prevention 

• A lack of equity will lead to lower than 

required coverage

• Inequity in our HIV response will impair 

HIV epidemic control

Equity in PrEP scale-up
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Equity in PrEP roll-out, NSW
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• State-wide coverage (> 20 clinics)

• Concentration in inner gay suburbs, but

• Rural and outer suburban coverage through 

publicly funded sexual health services 

• Low cost

• PrEP provided free of charge

• Most clinics consultation free of charge

• Language

• Recruitment materials in English and 6 most 

common immigrant languages

PrEP prescription in EPIC-NSW
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Recruitment characteristics 
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Recent HIV infections declined by 32% 
state-wide
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• The new HIV prevention environment 

demands health literacy and access to 

health services 

• Public funding of PrEP, although 

critical, is only part of the response

• Education and demand creation with 

under-served subgroups is required

New structural inequalities in HIV prevention
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Monitoring: ongoing matching of PrEP 

uptake with data on new HIV infections 

by 

• Age

• Geographical location

• Country of birth

• Gay-community attachment

• Indigenous status

• Transgender

What is needed (1)?
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HIV risk is now characterized by a lack of 

use of highly effective strategies in the 

medical domain

• Nationwide education and demand 

creation

• Attention to marginalized communities

• Education of medical practitioners 

• Sustained long-term commitment

What is needed (2)?

12



6/11/2018

7

PrEP is part of Combination Prevention 


