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Workshop Activities

• 11.45-11:50: Introductions
• 11:50-12:00: Background/overview of resolution negotiation process, and 

where there are opportunities to engage
• 12:00-12:15: Activity: Review of draft resolution paragraphs
• 12:15-12:25: Discussion and presentation of final negotiated paragraphs
• 12:25-12:30: Wrap up and lead in tomorrow's session

Background Activity Discussion
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What to expect

• Relevant to those interested in international drug policy
• But also relevant for those interested in learning the skills and concepts used by 

civil society to influence international drug policy to think about how you do 
your local advocacy

• We’ll talk about:
• The importance of networks and engagement
• Understanding relevant language
• Tactics to employ to influence change

Background Activity Discussion
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Lunchtime Session: 12-1pm Thursday, Menzies

Please join the Australian Government Department of Health and Aged Care and 
the Civil Society Committee on United Nations Drug Policy as they discuss recent 
developments in international drug policy, including the historic adoption of ‘harm 
reduction measures’ at the United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs in 
March 2024. 

This session will also explore the working relationship between Government and 
Civil Society as well as next steps in continuing to move the international 
conversation on drug-related matters forward. 

Background Activity Discussion
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Resolution Negotiations

Zero Draft Partnerships Informals COW Informals/ 
COW Plenary

Drafting Phase – by 
Member States Sharing of ideas/drafts 

with friendly Member 
States

Member State 
negotiations of drafts –

behind closed doors

Member State 
negotiations of drafts –

open for civil society 
delegates to watch 
(but not take part)

Back-and-forth to find 
agreement

Final agreed version 
sent to Plenary / voted 

on
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Activity: Reviewing a draft UN resolution

Background Activity Discussion
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The importance of networks and engagement

Background Activity Discussion

7



Draft paragraphs

Background Activity Discussion
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Australian Civil Society Committee on UN Drug Policy 
Dr Penny Hill, Harm 
Reduction Australia, 
Vienna NGO Committee

Carrie Fowlie,
Hepatitis Australia

Nick Kent, Students 
for Sensible Drug 
Policy Australia

Dr Erin Lalor,
Alcohol and Drug 
Foundation

Stephanie Tzanetis, 
Pill Testing Australia

Dr Odette Spruijt, 
Australasian Palliative 
Link International

A/Prof Caitlin Hughes, 
Flinders University & the 
International Society for 
the Study of Drug Policy

Dr Annie Madden, International 
Network of People who Use 
Drugs, Harm Reduction Australia

Prof Scott Wilson, 
Aboriginal Drug and 
Alcohol Council (SA)

Gloria Lai, International 
Drug Policy Consortium

Judy Chang, International 
Network of People who 
Use Drugs

Ele Morrison, 
AIVLDr Nico Clark, World 

Health Organization 

Naomi Burke-Shyne, 
Harm Reduction 
International 

Ruth Birgin, Womens
Harm Reduction 
International Network

Benjamin Phillips, New 
York NGO Committee
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International NGOs we work with
• The Vienna NGO Committee (VNGOC) 

provides the vital link between NGOs and 
the Vienna-based agencies involved 
in setting drug policy:
• the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs 

(CND),
• the International Narcotics Control Board 

(INCB),
• and the United Nations Office on Drugs 

and Crime (UNODC).

Background Activity Discussion
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Understanding relevant language 

Background Activity Discussion
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Tactics to employ to influence change

Background Activity Discussion
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Mid paragraphs

Background Activity Discussion
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Final paragraphs

Background Activity Discussion
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Thank you!

Dr Penny Hill 
penny@ssdp.org.au
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