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• 1.3 million population living with Hepatitis C 

• 84.5% HCV positivity rate among people who inject 

drugs in Kachin

Hepatitis C at a glance



• Affordability and Limited services availability

• Started In collaboration with MSF-CH

How it started..



Peer Work in Harm Reduction  



What is a peer worker?  

• A peer worker is a person engaged based on their unique expertise and

knowledge from their lived experiences for the benefit of other people in

similar situations. In this context, this refers to people who use drugs

who volunteer to provide support to others with whom they share a

common experience.

120 Trained Peer Workers 



WHAT IS THE MODEL?

AWARENESS REFERRALS TESTING DIAGNOSIS TREATMENT SUPPORT 
(Aftercare)



WHAT IS THE MODEL?

AWARENESS REFERRALS TESTING DIAGNOSIS TREATMENT
SUPPORT 
(Aftercare)

Peer Support 



What it delivers..  (key messages) 

• Peer-led approach as effective response to health and social challenges

• Synchronization of Hepatitis C Tx with other harm reduction services

• Identify constraints/barriers to care→ for better treatment coverage

• Greater acceptance and participation from drug user community



Conclusion  

It complements MdM’s comprehensive support to people who use drugs
incorporating an HCV component into existing HIV and harm reduction
model of care.
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The Hepatitis C Treatment Program in Kachin was implemented
through an operational partnership between Médecins du Monde
(MdM), Médecins San Frontiers – Swiss (MSF-CH), and Save the
Children, principal recipient of the Global Fund.
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