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We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the lands where our offices are located, the Gadigal People 
of the Eora Nation and Traditional Owners of Country throughout New South Wales where we live and 
work. We pay our respects to Elders past and present. We recognise that sovereignty was never ceded, 
and this always was and always will be Aboriginal land.

NUAA acknowledges the legacy of peers who went before and recognises the courage and 
commitment of the (injecting) drug user activists that played a key role in preventing HIV in Australia. 
We commit to holding their legacy and continuing the fight for the health, human rights and dignity of 
diverse communities of people who use and have used drugs.
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• Committee participation: help to determine whether the 
alert will be issued and review wording

• Issue alert via NUAA social media channels (NUAA and 
DWNSW Instagram and Facebook)

• Follow up with further harm reduction (e.g. naloxone 
distribution, liaising with other community 
organisations)

NUAA has collaborated 
with NSW Health to issue 
public drug alerts since 
2018
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• 15 High-dose MDMA alerts (Red)
• 9 Stimulants containing opioids alerts (purple)
• 13 Additional alerts

37 Total

Drug Alerts Issued 
Since 2019
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“Peer alerts” including explicit harm reduction information 
issues via NUAA and DanceWize NSW social media channels 
(Instagram and FaceBook)

Drug alerts on social media
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DanceWize NSW social media



Social media traction - NUAA
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Social media traction - DanceWize NSW
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• A substance sold as MDMA was found to contain 
Nitazenes at a NSW music festival in early 2024

• Onsite stakeholders collaborated to issue a 
warning at the festival

• No lives were lost – this collaborative response was 
possible through the NSW music festival response & 
guidelines years of relationship building within the 
festival space 

Real time festival alert
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Media coverage of live drug alert



Media coverage has intensified...
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Media coverage of live drug alert



• NUAA commenced distribution of naloxone 
via the NSW Take Home Naloxone (THN) 
program in 2022

• Distribution has steadily increased to over 
400 units per quarter (postal only)

Naloxone orders 
have increased...
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Media coverage of live drug alert



• Orders tend to increase post alerts for 
opioids in cocaine

• Limited data set

... alerts drive up 
Naloxone orders
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Media coverage of live drug alert



Media coverage of live drug alert

www.nuaa.org.au
www.usersnews.org.au
www.dancewizensw.org.au

Thank you

http://www.nuaa.org.au
http://www.usersnews.org.au
http://www.dancewizensw.org.au
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