
As a warning this presentation will be 
discussing and showing people who have 
passed and discussing assisted dying and 

death from AIDS
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Why a Memory Audit? 
OVERVIEW 

Memory has always been a core part of the response 
to HIV and AIDS

We are at a crucial moment in the response where 
there is a lot of vulnerability to our material history

There is a lot of genuine interest in connecting to 
those who have come before us 

The strategies and forms of activism, community 
building, organising and expression of the past are 
important resources for those organising in the 
present and future

David McDiarmid
Don't forget to remember, 1994

Quilt panel, part of Australian AIDS Memorial Quilt
in memory of 'Andrew Carter' 1991



Notes on terminology 
DISCOVERABILITY

CUSTODIANSHIP

MEMORY INSTITUTION

In an archival or cultural collections context, discoverability refers 
to the ease with which researchers, communities, and the public 
can find, identify, and access relevant materials. 

A memory institution is a cultural organisation—such as a library, 
archive, museum, or gallery—whose role is to collect, preserve, 
and provide access to society’s documentary, artistic, and 
cultural heritage. 

Custodianship refers to the responsibility of a person or 
institution to hold, care for, and manage cultural or historical 
materials on behalf of others. 

OVERVIEW 



GOAL ONE

GOAL TWO

GOAL THREE

Identify what is the state of the material history of people with 
HIV in Australia with a particular focus on access and 
discoverability

Improve or establish relationships with custodians of major 
collection holders with the goal of improving access and 
discoverability of objects

Help guide our members in preserving their own history and give 
guidance that allows them to best decide which memory 
institution may be best suited to their presenvation needs

Goals of the project
GOALS 



The Tracing our Memories Database 
AIM

SCOPE

Comprehensive online database of all 
materials publically held in Australia 

Material created by, for or representing 
people with HIV that are held in Australia or 
accessible online

IDENTIFY 



The Tracing our Memories Database 
IDENTIFY 



1971 - Photograph by Les Allen
Gostalgia: local history from Gosford Library collection

IDENTIFY 



Gaywaves Radio Collection held by the 
Australian Queer Archives which at 
currently has 91 identified episodes 
covering relevent content including 

A speech by Paul Young at the 
inagural meeting of the People 
Living With AIDS (NSW)

Talkabout, no. 129, 
October-November 2003
Positive Life NSW

Report on ACT UP Melbourne protest 
outside the Old Treasury Building on 
Monday June 24 1990

IDENTIFY 



Records of Positive Life NSW 
as held at the State Library 
of NSW which includes 7.82 
metres of textual material 
(46 boxes) and 1 
videorecording

IDENTIFY 



Or the Powerhouse Museum AIDS Memorial Quilt Collection 
with over 700 individually described panels

IDENTIFY 



Promoting Discoverability DISCOVERABILITY 



Promoting Discoverability 
DISCOVERABILITY 



DISCOVERABILITY 



Brian McGahen

DISCOVERABILITY 



STATE LIBRARY OF NSW

POWERHOUSE MUSEUM

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA

NATIONAL FILM AND SOUND ARCHIVES

CITY OF SYDNEY ARCHIVES

AUSTRALIAN QUEER ARCHIVES

UNIVERSITY OF SYDNEY ARCHIVES

Photograph - C Moore Hardy

NFSA Website

Powerhouse Museum

Shirt as photographed in the 
Brett Collings collection SLNSW



STATE LIBRARY OF NSW

NATIONAL AIDS ARCHIVE

AUSTRALIAN QUEER ARCHIVES

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF AUSTRALIA

ONLINE AIDS EDUCATION POSTER COLLECTION

DISCOVERABILITY 



Assessing Access 
CUSTODIANSHIP

PRESERVATION 
AND SUSTAINABILITY

ETHICAL ACCESS RISK MANAGEMENT

DISCOVERABILITY

RESOURCES
• Funding 
• Staffing
• Physical Space
• Digitial Skills

• Copyright
• Sensationalism
• Slander

• Contextualisation
• Description
• Cataloguing 

• Rights of the material 
creator

• Rights of the positive 
community

• Rights of the general public 

• Physical preservation
• Digital preservation
• Long term planning

ACCESS 



Assessing Access 

Portrait of Ita Buttrose, Chairperson of the National Advisory 
Committee on AIDS (NACAIDS) from 1984 to 1988, 1993

Portrait of Professor Peter Karmel, Chairperson, Australian National 
Council on AIDS from 1988 to 1992, 1993

Portrait of Professor David Cooper, Director HIV Medicine Unit, St. 
Vincent's Hospital, Sydney, NSW, 1993

ACCESS 



Our challenges

Engage with the materials, and the institutions that 
hold them

Planning for the downsizing, amalgamation and 
potential end of our organsiations what that means 
for these materials and access arangements 

Build relationships between our communities and 
these materials, histories and the public history 
resources around them 

ACCESS 



Who is missing (to my knowledge)
LARGE ORGANISATION ARCHIVES 
CURRENTLY NOT IN PUBLIC COLLECTIONS 

SMALLER INACTIVE GROUPS MISSING IN 
COLLECTIONS 

WHAT HAPPENS TO THE RESEARCH

• Community Support Network (CSN)
• ANKALI 
• AIDS Council of South Australia (ACSA)
• ACON
• Thorne Harbour Health
• Bobby Goldsmith Foundation
• Living Positive Victoria 
• Queensland Positive People 
• WAAC 
• Quilt Projects in a number of states

• Positive Asian Yum Cha Group 
• Support of Positive Youth (SOPY)
• AZT Task Force
• Greg Nemer Foundation People Living with AIDS
• Body Positive
• HIV Complementary Therapies Collective of 

Sydney

Some of the broadest and most comprehensive collections of 
stories, histories and interviews of positive people in Australia 
have been as a tool of research. After the initial projects are 
done, and especially after the researchers involved are no 
longer with us, these materials can be essentially untouchable. 

MISSING 



NEXT
What next for the project

CREATE A GUIDE TO MEET GOAL THREE

CONTINUE TO BUILD THE DATABASE 

POTENTIAL TO OFFER DIGITAL ACCESS 
TO KEY MATERIALS SUCH AS 
PUBLICATIONS

GOAL THREE

Help guide our members in preserving their own history and give 
guidance that allows them to best decide which memory 
institution may be best suited to their presenvation needs



At their most useful, records can be 
activated ... in the present, so that 

community members can learn activist 
tactics and strategies and get 

inspiration to keep going. “We have 
been here before, we have survived this 

before, we have resisted before,” ... 
records assert, “here’s how.”

“So that Future Organizers Won’t Have to Reinvent the Wheel”: 
Activating Digital Archives for Liberatory Uses

MICHELLE CASWELL KEYNOTE
2022 DIGITAL HUMANITIES CONFERENCE
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A huge thank you to all of the memory institutions and 
community members who have engaged with me over the 
last few months - with special thanks to Nick Henderson, 

Anni Turnbull and Bruce carter
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https://napwha.notion.site/tracingmemories
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