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Tis the plume of the huia in Ruahine
Tis my love of thee
Tis the greeting of a hundred kinsman
Tis the people of Hauiti

Amidst the mist of the river
Tis the hospitality of the people

Like the fluttering of my heart
Tis the rapids of the Rangitikei 



This is not about a research 
project it’s a story 

Content has been published 
in the NZ media 

I don’t have any affiliations 
to the Tobacco Industry 

I don’t hold any current NZ 
Government contracts 



Colonisation and tobacco  

Introduced by the colonizer used as trading and currency 

Rights established under Te Tiriti 

Early Māori leadership exposed dangers  from tobacco  - legal sanctions 

Indigenous Tobacco control leadership has been evident since late 1800s



Rights Based Intervention 

Tobacco Industry and its products are an 
impediment to Māori aspirations and goals.

Tobacco impacts severely on Māori culture, 
economic, health and social wellbeing. 



I can't believe that we are even discussing smokeless tobacco at this 
seminar," (Opening of Auckland  University Tobacco Control Research 
Centre in 2006)

"Some argue that it is a less harmful alternative to cigarettes. But what you 
effectively have here is experts in the Smokefree sector colluding with the 
tobacco industry to sell their product”. 

Te Reo Marama supports a total ban on the sale of tobacco and related 
products in New Zealand.



Focus on the 
industry 
Zero Tolerance
Denormalisation 
Tupeka Kore 
(tobacco free)



2009 Māori Affairs Select Committee Inquiry launched into the 
tobacco industry in Aotearoa and the consequences of tobacco 
use for Māori

The Committee’s report made 42 recommendations to the 
Government; the first of these called for a goal of making New 
Zealand a smokefree nation by 2025.



Political leadership 

Public Support 

MASC Report (framework) acted as a reset for TC 

Collaboration across all sectors 

Buy in from those most affected 



Māori 
leadership 
results in 
world first in 
smoking 
legislation  

2022 Smokefree 
generation 

Reducing 
nicotine 
levels in 
smokes 

Reduction 
in retail 
outlets   

















Treaty Of Waitangi 
Urgent Claim 
OIA requests
Media responses 
Protests
Petitions 
Research



Crown departed from orthodox and responsible 
policymaking

Advice regularly dismissed

Process was rushed

Failure to follow a transparent and evidence-based 
approach.

Policy development was characterised by ideology and 
blind adherence to pre-existing political commitments 

Crown has failed as the Treaty partner



“In a time of 
destruction, create 
something.”

Maxine Hong Kingston



Where to from here 

Focus on future 
Keep resisting 
Work with willing 
Engage democracy 
Continue to Innovate 
Lead  
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