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Background & aim

In Athens, Greece:

Approximately 6,882 people with high risk drug use 

[2018 estimate]

HCV prevalence among persons accessing drug 

treatment programs in 2018: 66%

 The largest recent HIV outbreak among PWID 

(2011-2013)

Aim:

Το increase diagnosis of HCV infection, 

linkage and retention to HCV care/treatment 

in the population of People Who Inject Drugs 

(PWID) in Athens, Greece 



Challenges

1

2

3

Linkage to HCV care

Retention in HCV treatment

Reaching a hard-to-reach population 

High coverage - Reach those in most need 

(active PWID, not linked to other services)



Addressing these challenges 

in Athens, Greece

Duration of the program: 

April 2018 - March 2020 (discontinued due to 

COVID-19)

Target population:

PWID ≥18 years old living in Athens

ARISTOTLE HCV-HIV programARISTOTLE HCV-HIV program



1
Reaching a hard-to-reach population 

High coverage - Reach those in most need 

(active PWID, not linked to other services)

Community-based (in the centre of 

Athens)

Peer-driven recruitment: chain 

referral from members of the target 

population (RDS)

Multiple recruitment rounds  PWID 

have the chance to participate 

multiple times

Incentives  rapid recruitment, 

high coverage, reach deep into

the network of PWID



2 Linkage to HCV care

All necessary procedures 

performed on-site in a single visit

Patients are entered to the national 

chronic hepatitis C registry for 

treatment approval

A network of collaborating 

clinicians is set up and visit the study 

site – Peer navigator assists patients

Monetary incentives



3 Retention in HCV treatment

Follow-up of patients during 

treatment

Monetary incentives

Counseling



Characteristics of ARISTOTLE 

participants 

1,635 participants  - 1,943 visits 

75% active PWID 

27% homeless

77% not linked to opioid substitution treatment 

programs

82% population coverage based on the official 

population size estimate of active PWID



HCV infection at first participation

76.4% anti-HCV(+)

 15.2% were HCV/HIV coinfected. 

84% of anti-HCV(+) with chronic HCV

Of those, 511 fulfilled the treatment 

criteria of that period & without HIV 

infection



The impact of ARISTOTLE HIV-HCV program: 

Cascade of HCV care
(for PWID with HCV monoinfection who fulfilled treatment criteria)
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Discussion

 ARISTOTLE HCV-HIV was successful in reaching 

rapidly a population of PWID most at risk (current 

injectors, homeless, low OST coverage) and in 

increasing diagnosis and linkage to HCV care.

 Key elements: 

Community-basedCommunity-based

Peer-driven recruitmentPeer-driven recruitment

Testing and linkage to HCV care provided on-

site with the help of clinicians and dedicated 

staff/peer navigators

Testing and linkage to HCV care provided on-

site with the help of clinicians and dedicated 

staff/peer navigators
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