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} Aim: To explore residents’ experiences and attitudes toward Bﬁt DERION
drug-related and general public amenity

Reduce overdose harms and deaths

Gateway to health and social services

Reduce emergency service attendance due to
overdose

Assist in reducing the spread of BBV

Reduce number of discarded needle/syringe and
public injecting in the area

Improve public amenity of the neighbourhood
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’ Method: Qualitative semi-structured interviews Y'Y @
= = Burnet
4 — \
themes

* Feelings of

— — (un)safe —right to
coding the city
* In place/out of
! ! * Neale’s iterative place
500m circumference from MSIR ?;gegorlsatlon (Neale
interviews )
* NVIVO (v.15)
C‘Q * Participants n=41 * Critical urban theory
.-. * Translator 7% (Brenner 2010)
recruitment * Public housing 22%
* Online 56%
MSIR

* Multi-lingual flyer
* Reimbursed $40
voucher




Analysis: Critical Urban Theory %

Burnet

ower, governance , belongin
and exclusion

How things are and

Urban space is not how they could be

neutral or fixed

Spaceis lived, felt and

Space is socially experienced throughoutthe

produced and
politically charged

Cameron Duff
Affective right to the ci
(2017)

Tim Cresswell
In place and out of
place (1992)
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P> General, drug-related public amenity and space Bornet
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Public amenity = the material and spatial
features of a community that supports
everyday life. (in review Whiteside et al 2025)

Drug-related public amenity = measurable
indicators of public drug use and publicly
[ ] discarded drug-related litter that affect the
D cleanliness, safety, and accessibility of
shared space. (in review Whiteside et al 2025)

Space = the physical landscape and the
j@ : social, political and moral relationships that
,/Y@ shape how these environments are governed,
inhabited, and experienced (Lefebvre 2014)
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P> Theme 1: Feeling (un)safe — affective dimensions of public amenity B%t
and the right to the city

“I should have the right to
use it [public space] safely
and have it not effect my

physical and mental health.”
“[ have to watch every ten people that are on God (R15)

knows what to getto a maternal health
appointment. So, you're just bringing a whole lot
of people together who it's, to me, it's just, it's
unsatisfactory, really.” (r42)
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P> Theme 1: Feeling (un)safe — affective dimensions of public amenity == DR
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Lefebvre’s Spatial Triad Feelings of safety overriding issue of public amenity

The Social Production of Space
International research indicates no increase in

attributable crime around SIFs (Levengood, Yoon et al. 2021)

Representations of Space

(Conceived)
Planning, regulation, order

No increase in reported crime post-implementation
(Victorian State Government 2020)

The Production of

Spatial Practice Spaces of
(Perceived) - Sg?’ce » Representation Affective atmospheres - moods or feelings that
aped by socia . . .
Everyday use, movement, relations, power, and (Lived) emerge in partlcular Spaces (Duff2017)

routines i ' . .
meaning Affective, symbolic, imagined

Space produced through lived experience and
embodied perception (Lefebvre 2014)

Media discourse often stigmatising = us and them

binary (e.g. Whiteside and Dunn 2022; Atkinson, McAuley et
al. 2019; Sumnall, Holland et al. 2025)

Figure 1. Lefebvre’s Spatial Triad: The Social Production of Space (adapted from Lefebvre, 1991)
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} Theme 2: In place or out of place - locating the MSIR B
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} Theme 2: In place or out of place - locating the MSIR @
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“Ground zero” — MSIR has the power

Recency bias — socialisations and behaviours v people dying
from overdose

Spatial injustice (veson2011)— unequal balance of social burden
and benefit

Emotional and affective bond with place — Lived Space (Lefebvre
1968)

MSIR coded as “immoral” (cresswell 1992) - Spatial container for
stigma

In place, but not this place — akin to NIMBYism



Disrupting and reconstructing @

Burnet

Reimage the space for all of community
Disrupt the us and them binary

Reconstruct places of inclusion and cohesion

TR AR ALY
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