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@EricPFChow

Gonorrhoea notification rate, by sex

Source: Australian National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Male 48.6 46.9 50.3 63.2 72.5 84.6 91.1 98.2 116.4 145.5 172.2

Female 25.7 25.8 25.7 30.6 36.7 39 39.6 37.4 41.2 55.9 58.8

Total 37.1 36.4 38.1 47 54.7 61.9 65.4 68 78.9 100.8 115.4
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@EricPFChow

Gonorrhoea notified cases, by sex

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Male 5032 4990 5507 7001 8090 9581 10462 11452 13739 17325 21011

Female 2602 2671 2732 3282 3959 4274 4406 4204 4742 6501 7289

Total 7643 7670 8267 10304 12087 13863 14891 15702 18511 23887 28377
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73%              in            in the last 5 years

Source: Australian National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System
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Gonorrhoea cases, by age
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Risk factors?

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

>26 vs ≤26 years 

Non-indigenous vs Indigenous

Overseas-born vs Australian-born

>2 vs ≤2 partners in last 12 months

Not always vs always condom use in last 12 months

Ever vs never injecting drug use

Overseas sex higher-prevalence countries vs no OS

Overseas sex lower-prevalence countries vs no OS

Odds ratio (95% CI)

Source: MSHC unpublished data. Misson (Under Review)
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Gonorrhoea, by ATSI status

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Australia 43.6 48.4 61.6 84.1 95.6

ACT 26.7 28.5 33.0 45.3 55.0

NT 121.8 96.4 103.2 102.4 102.6

Qld 41.5 46.5 51.0 72.8 92.3

SA 33.3 33.4 39.2 57.2 66.2

Tas 16.0 15.4 13.6 19.1 27.0

Vic 52.4 54.5 80.0 101.1 114.9

WA 34.9 52.0 59.9 95.8 89.8
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Non-Indigenous

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Australia 713.9 578.7 572.2 594.0 627.5

ACT 19.1 7.5 36.4 48.0 105.3

NT 2054.6 1794.8 1863.6 1790.0 1723.9

Qld 374.2 276.6 297.0 307.1 338.0

SA 733.0 473.0 404.1 465.7 509.8

Tas 2.5 2.8 0.0 5.8 14.6

Vic 34.9 69.5 55.3 91.0 111.6

WA 943.2 768.5 685.4 797.0 935.8
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

Gonorrhoea notification rate per 1000 000 population, 2013–2017, by state/ territory  and Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander status

Source: Australian National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System
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Infectious syphilis rate, by sex

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Male 12.5 11.3 11 9 9.9 12.3 14.3 16.6 21 25 30.6

Female 1.5 1.4 1 1.1 1.5 1.4 1.3 1.5 2.5 3.6 5.2

Total 7 6.3 6 5 5.7 6.9 7.8 9 11.7 14.3 17.9
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Source: Australian National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System

@EricPFChow

Infectious syphilis cases, by sex

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Male 1279 1174 1172 978 1089 1382 1620 1901 2445 2945 3736

Female 154 146 106 114 162 154 148 168 290 412 647

Total 1434 1320 1282 1099 1254 1539 1769 2070 2739 3367 4400
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Source: Australian National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System

337%               in            the last 5 years
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Infectious syphilis cases, by age
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@EricPFChow

Infectious syphilis, by ATSI status

Infectious syphilis notifications per 100 000 population, 2013–2017, state /territory and Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander status

Source: Australian National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Australia 7.3 8.2 10.2 12.4 15.5

ACT 2.4 3.5 3.1 3.0 7.7

NSW 8.5 10.7 10.3 11.8 14.6

NT 5.7 6.8 11.8 12.2 26.7

Qld 5.4 6.0 9.0 10.2 16.0

SA 2.2 1.7 5.1 4.6 8.0

Tas 4.6 3.8 4.0 1.3 2.0

Vic 11.1 11.2 15.7 18.5 21.3

WA 3.1 3.2 4.6 11.6 10.1
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Non-Indigenous

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Australia 19.5 31.3 56.1 69.0 102.5

ACT 0.0 24.7 7.0 0.0 6.9

NSW 10.2 16.0 9.2 10.4 18.4

NT 13.9 62.7 206.6 232.8 353.1

Qld 41.4 59.7 81.6 102.3 151.0

SA 17.7 8.1 25.4 27.9 65.9

Tas 5.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Vic 14.6 20.5 35.4 58.6 49.5

WA 8.4 10.6 39.3 53.1 67.1
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Syphilis outbreak: Indigenous population

▪ Females 

▪ 15-29 yrs

Source: Department of Health Surveillance Report October 2018 

Figure 1. Epidemic curve showing category 1 infectious syphilis α outbreak cases notified in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people residing in affected regionsβ of Queensland, the 

Northern Territory, Western Australia and South Australia from commencement of the outbreak in each jurisdiction to 30 September 2018 ȶ ᵞ
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Congenital syphilis
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@EricPFChow

Congenital syphilis

@EricPFChow

Infectious syphilis cases in Victoria
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@EricPFChow

Victoria’s responses 

▪ Doctors were issued a health advisory 

warning from the Department of Health in 

early August 2018, urging them to screen 

all risk groups — including women of 

reproductive age and pregnant women.

@EricPFChow

Melbourne Sexual Health Centre 
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