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Background

• Data collated by Commonwealth 
Office Health Protection

• Cases must:
o meet national surveillance case 

definition of infectious syphilis AND
o be an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait 

Islander person residing in a declared 
outbreak area

OR

o be a sexual contact of an outbreak 
case 



Cases by health district and year - 2011



Cases by health district and year - 2012



Cases by health district and year - 2013



Cases by health district and year – 2014



Cases by health district and year – 2015



Cases by health district and year - 2016



Cases by health district and year - 2017



Cases by health district and year - 2018



Cases by health district and year - 2019



Cases to July 2019 by health district



Epidemic curve



Epidemic curve
Total to July 2019: 2,863



Cases to July 2019
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Cases to July 2019



Cases to July 2019



Category 2 cases



Summary

• Very large outbreak

• (mainly) young heterosexual 
Aboriginal people

• Stabilising at hyperendemic rates 
in high STI prevalence areas

• Continuing to expand in area


