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decriminalisation noun

/diːˌkrɪmɪnələˈzeɪʃn/



2. Subject to its constitutional principles and the basic concepts of 
its legal system, each Party shall adopt such measures as may be 
necessary to establish as a criminal offence under its domestic 
law, when committed intentionally, the possession, purchase or 
cultivation of narcotic drugs or psychotropic substances for 
personal consumption contrary to the provisions of the 1961 
Convention, the 1961 Convention as amended or the 1971 
Convention. 

Article 3.
United Nations Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Substances



United Nations system common position 
supporting the implementation of the 
international drug control policy through 
effective inter-agency collaboration 



INPUD (2021) 

Drug Decriminalisation: 

Progress or Political Red 

Herring?



talkingdrugs.org/drug-decriminalisation



Release (2016) 

A quiet revolution: Drug 

decriminalisation across 

the globe



• 61 jurisdictions

• 34 countries



Caveats!



Typology

1. Name of the jurisdiction

2. Type of legal model

3. Year of implementation

4. Activity / -ies

5. Substances

6. Thresholds

7. Decision-makers

8. Outcome





Future developments

• Translations

• Enhanced implementation section

• Coordination with similar initiatives



Thank you!

• Visit our website and subscribe 

to our monthly alert: 

www.idpc.net/

• Contact e-mail: 

jfernandez@idpc.net


