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Destigmatizing and Decolonizing Thru
 The Positive 9ќƚ of Hep C
ÅContext
ÅConnections
ÅCollaborations
ÅCreative Conversations around Cure



To understand decolonization - 
we must first understand colonization

https:// imgur.com/european-colonial-empires-from-1492-2008-1425x625-gif-iCX02TW

European Colonial Empires from 1492 -2008



Constitution Act 1867 / Indian Act 1876: Why it Matters

Å Imposed elected chief and council system

Å Denied women status (enfranchisement)

Å Denied the right to vote

Å Encouraged voluntary or enforced enfranchisement (loss of status)

Å Renaming people & forbidding speaking Indigenous language 

Å Forbidding cultural ceremonies or practice of traditional religion 

Å Created and enforced attendance in residential schools

Å Created reserved lands

Å Public works take precedence over reserved lands, and leased without band consent 

Å Pass system 

Å Permit system controlling sale, barter or exchange of products

Å Prohibited sale of ammunition

Å Forbidden to enter pool halls, participate in shows, 

Å Prohibited sale of alcohol 

Å Forbidden to form political organizations, hire a lawyer, or fundraise to hire a lawyer



Lifegiving Roles of ShkamingKwe (earth) and 
AnishnaabeKwe (women)
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violence and justification for rape have similar goals and share 
a common history and language of dehumanization, power, 
dominance, and conquest. 



Residential 

Schools

The Scream, Kent Monkman. https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https%3A%2F%2Fartsandculture.google.com%2Fasset%2Fthe-
scream%2FdAG6pAq1f84ziw%3Fhl%3Den%26avm%3D2

ÅRemoval

ÅDisruption 

ÅInstitutional 
dehumanizing

ÅPriming for Correction 
System

ÅDeregulated seasons of 
balance and wellness



Indian Hospitals
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Journal of Clinical Nursing (2021), Brockie et al., 



Addressing Hepatitis C and HCC to Close the Gap

Life expectancy at birth

Aboriginal non-Indigenous

Males Females Males Females

71.9 75.6 80.6 83.8

Actual age at death

Aboriginal non-Indigenous

Males Females Males Females

59 64 80 85

Cancer related mortality

Å Cancer leading cause of 
mortality in Aboriginal 
communities

Å Liver cancer is fifth cause 
of cancer related 
mortality (5th  vs 11th).

https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/cancer/cancer -in-
indigenous-australians-overview/datahttps://www.indigenoushpf.gov.au/Report-overview/Overview/Summary-report/4-Tier-1-%E2%80%93-Health-status-and-

outcomes/Life-expectancy



Postcolonial 
Is colonization gone? 
Are its impacts gone?



Anishinaabe Artist Jackie Traverse

CONNECTIONS



Mino 

Bimaadiziwin  
 Grandfather 
Teachings 

Indigenous Reflections Art: 
indigenousreflections.ca/cdn/



Seven generations

Art by Bruce Beardy: 
pourparlerprofession.oeeo.ca/publications/ p
rofessionally_speaking/2017-
09/Photos/2017-09-Feature-Story-1-3-PS.jpg




