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Disclosure of interest

A brief recent history of the Victorian HIV response

• Melbourne selected to host the 2014 International AIDS 

Conference

• Renewed focus on the Australian and Victorian HIV responses 

and increased political commitment

• National and state-level consultations highlighted gaps, 

challenges, successes, and helped refine goals

• Resulted in the COAG Health Council AIDS 2014 Legacy 

Statement and Seventh National HIV Strategy
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Accomplishments

• VicPrEP demonstration study

• PRONTO! Rapid HIV testing service

• Repeal of s 19A of the Crimes Act 1958

• Improvements to ACCESS data and reporting

• Convened first meeting of Fast-Track Cities Initiative

• Launch of the Ending HIV campaign

Opportunities and partnerships
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Consultation findings

The Victorian HIV Strategy 2017-2020
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Stigma as a policy priority: why does it matter?

Meaningful involvement
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What are we doing about it?

• Modernising regulatory standards for HIV testing

• Establishing a peer navigator program for people newly 

diagnosed with HIV

• Reframing funding and reporting guidelines to address stigma

• Updating the National Guidelines for the Management of 

People with HIV Who Place Others at Risk

• Re-establishing the Departmental HIV Working Group

What are we doing about it?

Victorian Government endorsement of U=U

“As the first Australian jurisdiction to endorse 

U=U, we want all Victorians to know that HIV 

treatment works, that it prevents HIV, and that 

the stigma and discrimination levelled at people 

living with HIV has no place in Victoria.”

The Hon Jill Hennessy MP

Minister for Health
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Challenges

• Measuring stigma and discrimination

• Working outside the normal channels to achieve reform

• Intersectionality and diverse priority populations

• Ourselves
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“Ending HIV isn’t only about strategies and

targets. It’s about recognising the humanity 

Of the people who live with HIV, and all 

those who are affected by it.

We aren’t statistics and case studies. 

We are leaders, and partners in this effort. 

Only by working together will we end HIV.” 

Theodore Tsipiras

Extraneous bits

To receive this publication in an accessible format phone (03) 9096 0305 using the National Relay Service 13 36 77 if 

required, or email bbvsti.information@dhhs.vic.gov.au

Authorised and published by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne.
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Except where otherwise indicated, the images in this publication show models and illustrative settings only, and do not necessarily depict actual 

services, facilities or recipients of services. This publication may contain images of deceased Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Where the term ‘Aboriginal’ is used it refers to both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Indigenous is retained when it is part of the title of 

a report, program or quotation.


