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Knowledge translation: what is it?

What is Good Participatory Practice?

What is self-location?

Background, power, and trust

What are we trying to achieve when we aim to enhance uptake?



Terms Related To Knowledge Translation

Knowledge 
Translation

Knowledge 
Transfer

Knowledge 
Transfer & Exchange

Knowledge 
Mobilization

Knowledge 
Brokering

Knowledge 
Management

Implementation
science

Technology
Transfer

(Commercialization)

Translational
Research

(bench to bedside)

KT is all of these things
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Knowledge translation (KT)

Knowledge translation is a  dynamic and iterative process that i

• Synthesis
• Dissemination
• Exchange
• Ethically sound application of knowledge to



Knowledge to 
action process

Policy 
diffusion and 
readiness: 
terms that 
political 
scientists 
and 
lobbyists 
prefer to 
knowledge 
translation…



Knowledge translation modalities

End of research grant KT: 

Typical dissemination and communication activities

Integrated KT: 

Researchers and research users work together to shape the research process by:
➢ collaborating to determine the research questions
➢ deciding on the methodology
➢ being involved in data collection and tools development
➢ interpreting the findings
➢ helping disseminate the research results



Integrated KT and GPP

• an alternative approach for promoting 
research use in which:
• research users function as active 

partners to generate research from 
conceptualisation to implementation

• research users are not passive recipients 
of research or research products

Also called:  engaged scholarship, participatory 
research, co-production of knowledge – and GPP 
(good participatory practice)

• Good Participatory Practices principles serve 
as the foundation for stakeholder 
relationships

Canada PWID:
Nothing about 
us without us!

UNAIDS/AVAC: http://www.avac.org/good-participatory-practice



What is self-location?

Indigenous research, in contrast to mainstream research practices: 
requires researchers to self-locate…
and to openly share the purpose and motivation of a study, safeguard 
sacred Indigenous knowledge, have a decolonising focus, and ensure 
community benefits through research

Self-location is essentially sharing:

• who we are
• where we come from
• our relation to an identity/place that informs how we lived in the 

past and informs our present



Knowledge translation defined as…

CIHR focus: 
activities, stakeholders, 
premises, outcomes

Indigenous focus: 
origins, assumptions, KT 
processes, and outcomes





Reflections and language

• researchers and research users working together to shape the research process 

OR

• programme planners, public health ‘intervenors’, care providers, and service users 
working together to shape the design and implementation of effective programmes 

power relations and inequality are embedded in our existing social, 
cultural and, economic capital in our society

How can we equalize power relations to create an environment that fosters trust?



Reflections and language

• Put people first, then descriptor status or behaviour; try to avoid abbreviations

• Use terminologies that people prefer

• Avoid military terminology:



Public Health Agency of Canada Core Competencies

➢ A public health practitioner 
must be able to apply 
culturally-relevant and 
appropriate approaches with 
people from 
diverse…backgrounds

➢ Respect for diversity, self-
determination, empowerment, 
and community participation is 
an important value for 
competent public health 
practitioners to uphold



Background

Declaration of Alma Ata 1998
• formulated to protect and promote the health of all people by articulating the 

importance of primary health care 
• underscored the right of people “to participate individually and collectively in the 

planning and implementation of their own healthcare” 

Community participation:

• cornerstone in the organization and delivery of interventions to promote, improve, and 
optimize population health 

• involving communities as stakeholders can yield positive social and health outcomes if it 
ensures contextual relevance of programmes to local needs

• complex mix of influences and contextual factors involved in engaging communities 
meaningfully, including power relations



Power and Trust
• Between:

• statutory organizations or health authorities and the community

• research entities and the community

• within community coalitions

• the expression of power is intricately linked with the ways in which one 
unconsciously acts, interacts, and behaves within the social world based on 
socialized norms, traditions, and customary rules of the society

• trust is a key construct in tackling power imbalances (Hoon Chuah et al 2018)

• effective community participation in health systems intervention research is 
facilitated by community-level trust while mistrust inhibits participation (George et 
al., 2015)

• trust is a dynamic concept that requires continual nurturing through sustained 
and transparent dialogue (Wallerstein and Duran, 2010)



Power and Trust

• Trusting relationships are established through a learning process of the community's 
strengths and weaknesses; and through open and honest communication 

(Cahuas et al., 2015; Dötterweich, 2006)

• Trusting relationships can be fostered through effective leadership skills that promote 
visibility, openness, legitimacy, clarity, and communication  - these are critical for 
community participation that yields positive outcomes (Ansari, 2012)

• Early training of community leaders on their knowledge and understanding of program 
logic models and processes, and their competence, are key to  facilitating community 
involvement (Gomez et al., 2005)

• Early training of professionals in socio-cultural competencies and how to
enable community voices, perspectives, values, experiential knowledge, and and 
their competence, are key to  facilitating community involvement
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Conceptual 
model on 
pathways from 
community 
engagement to 
health 
improvement

Popay J. 2006



What are we trying to achieve when we aim to enhance uptake?

• Service outcomes: 

• improved uptake

• Intermediate social outcomes: 

• increased social capital

• enhanced community empowerment, improved social & material conditions

• Health outcomes:

• improved health status

• reduced health inequalities

And how far will we go to increase community participation, 
empowerment, and control? 

Informing? Consultation ? Coproduction? Delegated power? Community control?
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What are we trying to achieve when we aim to enhance uptake?



Thank you for your attention


