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60K

History of the AIDS epidemic - a medical success story

PI Triple ART

70K 

50K

40K

30K0

20K

100K

D
e

a
th

s
 (

n
)

Year of Death

1
9

8
5

1
9

8
6

1
9

8
7

1
9

8
8

1
9

8
9

1
9

9
0

1
9

9
1

1
9

9
2

1
9

9
3

1
9

9
4

1
9

9
5

1
9

9
6

1
9

9
7

1
9

9
8

1
9

9
9

2
0

0
0

2
0

0
1

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
3

2
0

0
4

2
0

0
5

2
0

0
6

2
0

0
7

2
0

0
8

2
0

0
9

2
0

1
0

CDC.gov. Epidemiology of HIV infection.
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What can we as doctors do? 

Challenges in delivering HIV care

Sharing NHS records with 
immigration? 

Criminalisation of 
HIV

Commissioning (PrEP)

Spitting and Biting

HIV services 
dislocated from GU 

HIV Testing
Medical Protection Society 

Spithoods

Stigma and Breastfeeding
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Stigma

Every health system has it’s macro politics….
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Every health system has it’s macro politics….

Every health system has it’s macro politics….
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Every health system has it’s macro politics….

Could BHIVA advocate more effectively  on policy?
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What should or could  BHIVA do? 

Join the struggle
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-BHIVA’s history-

BHIVA IS:
24 years old  Members = ~900

1995-2004 2004-2008 2008-2011 2011-2013 2013-2016

BHIVA aims

• To advance:

• promotion of good practice in the 
treatment of HIV 

• public education through the promotion 
and dissemination of research

• Delivered via :

• Guidelines

• Education

• Conferences

• Audit
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How might  we adapt our structure to advocate for better care

BHIVA aims

• To advance:

• promotion of good practice in the 
treatment of HIV 

• public education through the promotion 
and dissemination of research

• Delivered via:

• Guidelines

• Education

• Conferences

• Audit

• New : focus on policy 
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New  sub-committee  structure

Guidelines

External

Relations

ConferencesEducation

Audit

New  sub-committee  structure

Guidelines

External

Relations

ConferencesEducation

Audit

Hepatitis
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External Relations - aims

Relationship with traditional media  
BHIVA spokespeople

• available for unexpected events
• proactive statements related to known events

Social Media
(improved speed and approvals)

(dynamic content)

(memorable photos)

Website/app development 

Activities 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiivd7_5-nSAhWEshQKHbdpDDgQjRwIBw&url=http://www.iconarchive.com/show/flatwoken-icons-by-alecive/Apps-Android-icon.html&bvm=bv.150475504,bs.2,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFuOeJJvuOTApeAHyVVp4l_5FxyBw&ust=1490261793524837
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjkqMz96OnSAhUB0xQKHU3CB_IQjRwIBw&url=http://www.iconarchive.com/show/socialmedia-icons-by-uiconstock/Twitter-icon.html&bvm=bv.150475504,bs.2,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGSgLIOsAPwDaZfbTKJi-RYPJh9kw&ust=1490262068610412
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwignYGt6enSAhVNrRQKHU95AdcQjRwIBw&url=http://www.freeiconspng.com/free-images/instagram-icon-974&bvm=bv.150475504,bs.2,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNE-o80msaB5fASn2q5-znv_gQhXrg&ust=1490262167440059
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjoy_qE6unSAhWIaxQKHVjYC-sQjRwIBw&url=http://www.freeiconspng.com/png-images/facebook-logo-png&bvm=bv.150475504,bs.2,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNEW9Gw6SUrKj62DnD1dZXXptdWFYw&ust=1490262247155732
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjxz7_L6-nSAhUHPhQKHb-kCTMQjRwIBw&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/IOS_app_approvals&bvm=bv.150475504,bs.2,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNE4iPvJLMUW18pQlEVz8OgTlh_qLw&ust=1490262771053819
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Medical Protection Society article  to every GP in the UK 
about HIV testing guidelines (2016) 

• My first Xmas 🎄as BHIVA Chair

• Article cited: ’caution’, ‘ethical dilemmas’, ‘cultural sensitivities’, 
‘occupational consequences of testing’ 

• Very strong reaction lead by BHIVA

• Hundreds of tweets….BUT, more importantly: 

• Opportunity to publish our own BHIVA rebuttal on HIV testing in 
publication to all GPs

• Meeting with CEO of MPS, opportunity to write cases for MPS 
publications and to give them  a talk at their annual conference on 
HIV cases

International          Day Twitter campaign (IWD 2017)

• Educational campaign on twitter

• Hourly tweets on health issues relating to women 
with HIV

• E.g. breastfeeding, menopause, social issues, 
testaments of women living with HIV

• Links to scientific articles

• Worked with community organisations : Salamander 
Trust, Sophia Forum and SWIFT

• BHIVA Facebook page pushed twitter campaign
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BHIVA conference- twitter activity 

• # BHIVA2017 

• Twitter audience ~3000 
followers

• Day 1 national conference: 
500 tweets at #BHIVA2017

• Aim: to create an audience so 
when we need to highlight 
policy issues, someon

• # BHIVABASHH2018   

• Twitter audience ~6000 
followers

• Reach: Millions of people

# BHIVABASHH2018   

We are not policy specialists BUT

Affect 

testing/engagement

▪ The NHS Charges to Overseas 

Visitors Amendment Regulations 

2017

▪ Memorandum of Understanding on 

data-sharing between the NHS and 

the Home Office 2017

Affect life free from 

stigma

▪ The Assaults on Emergency 
Workers (offences) Bill 2017

▪ Civil Aviation Authority legislation 
of 2008- 2017 challenge

▪ Use of spit-hoods by emergency 
services

▪ Caring for people living with HIV is more than just pills and GP referrals

▪ Societal and political difficulties arise can challenge our ability to provide care

1. Health and Social Care Bill 2012
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Immediate Social Media response 

The Assaults on Emergency Workers (offences) Bill 2017

Subsequent role : 

• Contributed to National AIDS Trust-led  campaign against this Bill  
by providing medical evidence 

• BHIVA commissioned and published literature reviews on the 
world literature on risk of transmission of HIV through  biting and 
spitting 

• We also encouraged a parallel publication for HBV/HCV

• Both were presented as posters at BHIVA conference 2018
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Paper in HIV Medicine 2018 - rapid review

HIV Medicine 2018

The Assaults on Emergency Workers (offences) Bill 2017

Supported 

NAT successful campaign
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Twitter Takeover (2018)- BHIVA External Relations sub-group
Neville Southall footballer 146K followers and social activist

• BHIVA Educational campaign 
on twitter

• 15 tweets  E.g. breastfeeding,  
stigma, U=U, PrEP, TASP 
social issues, breastfeeding 

• Links to scientific articles

• BHIVA Facebook page pushed 
twitter  takeover

Role of Medical Society in advocating for better policy? 

My view:

• To try to follow and understand the socio-political issues 

• To develop good communication with policy organisations

• To understand what evidence could help make a case stronger

• To develop expertise within the organization for different aspects 
of policy (OH, criminalistion, deportation)

• Linked PR with medical statements when needed

• Listen to feedback from community organisations (which is not 
always positive…reflect, try again…or say if you disagree) 

• Join the stampede!
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Questions

@britishhivassoc

@britishhivassoc

British HIV Association

BHIVA@bhiva.org.uk


