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REDUCTION IN HCV 
PREVALENCE FOLLOWING 
3 TESTING CAMPAIGNS AT 

BORALLON CORRECTIONAL 
CENTRE 

• June 2022
• November 2022
• February 2024





ENORMOUS THANK YOU TO ALL OUR 
FABULOUS PARTNERS

Disclosure of interest:
GeneXpert machines and cartridges were provided through the National Australian Hepatitis C Point of Care Testing Program thr ough funding support 
from the Commonwealth Department of Health, the National Health and Medical Research Council, Cepheid, Gilead Sciences, and A bbV ie. 
 This project has received St Vincent’s HREC approval. 

Prof Jason Grebely, David Silk & Steph Davey at 
KIRBY INSTITUTE NSW, Flinders University SA, 

Hepatitis Queensland, QuIHN, Queensland Health, 
Queensland Correctional Service and QML

SPECIAL SHOUT OUT TO 
NP CHRIS WALLIS
CN LINDA HILAGO



MAIN CHARACTER . . . NURSE MIM 

PASSIONATE 
CARING 

SELFLESS
COMPASSIONAT

E
DETERMINED

FUN!



We  t hank t he  men t hat  pr esent ed f or  f inger st ick t est ing . . . 
f or  t heir  cour age and willingness t o be  involved in our  
campaigns.

AS ALWAYS . . . SPECIAL THANKS 
TO THOSE WITH LIVED 

EXPERIENCE 



HCV CHALLENGES 
IN CORRECTIONS

No access to NSP 

Need to test and treat 
large percentage of 

population 
New infections & 

reinfections 

Constant  
movement of 

people  
limited access to 

OAT 

Very High rates 
of HCV 



WHERE IS BORALLON CC?    

Borallon CC 

QUEENSLAND 50kms from Brisbane 
CBD

~750 - 800 Men  





Tested 358 49% of  pr ison pop

Abor iginal and/ or  Tor r es 
S t r ait  I s lander  s t at us

29% Of  All t est ed

Hist or y of  inj ect ing dr ug use 79% Wit h Det ect able  RNA

HCV RNA pr evalence 39%

Hist or y of  pr ior  Rx 49% Wit h Det ect able  RNA

Tr eat ment  upt ake 88% Wit hin 6  Weeks

WHAT DID WE FIND IN JUNE 2022? 
We Tested 358 Men 



Tested 309 38% of  pr ison pop

Abor iginal and/ or  Tor r es 
S t r ait  I s lander  s t at us

39% Of  All t est ed

Hist or y of  inj ect ing dr ug use 77% Wit h Det ect able  RNA

HCV RNA pr evalence 22%

Hist or y of  pr ior  Rx 55% Wit h Det ect able  RNA

Tr eat ment  upt ake 98% Wit hin 4  Weeks

WHAT DID WE FIND IN NOV 2022? 



Tested 536 49% t o 66% of  pr ison pop

Abor iginal and/ or  Tor r es 
S t r ait  I s lander  s t at us

36% Of  All Test ed

Hist or y of  inj ect ing dr ug use 68% Wit h Det ect able  RNA

HCV RNA pr evalence 17% 39% to 17%

Hist or y of  pr ior  Rx 62% Wit h Det ect able  RNA

Tr eat ment  upt ake 98% Within 4 Weeks

WHAT WAS THE CHANGE BY FEB 2024 
3rd VISIT :  536 Men Tested  - Increase of 15% of pop
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From Monday 12 February 

to Saturday 17 February 

IMPROVED PREPARATION 
AT CENTRE    

CORRECTIVE SERVICES 
EDUCATION IMPERATIVE!

POSTERS in ALL UNITS



HCV SOLUTIONS 
IN CORRECTIONS

Regular testing 
and treaing on 
mass to drive 

down viral load

NSP and increased 
access to OAT 

Treat and 
retreat and 

retreat

Testing on 
reception / entry 

Passionate people 
and great 

collaborations  

Point of care 
fingerprick 

testing - faster 
and easier 
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