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HIV and Syphilis Epidemic among MSM in Vietnam
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Factor

HIV Test Result Bivariate model -

Crude OR

(95% CI)

Final Model -

Adjusted OR**

(95% CI) 
Positive Negative

Syphilis test results

Negative 113 (10.4) 974 (89.6) 1 1

Positive 78 (49.7) 79 (50.3) 8.51 (5.95 - 12.18) 8.55 (5.90, 12.38)

HIV & Syphilis prevalence among 
MSM are increasing

✓ Syphilis prevalence increased significantly 
from 0.8% (95% CI 0.3-2.0) in 2012 to 12.6% 
(95% CI 8.6-18.2) in 2020

HIV infection among MSM with 
syphilis was 8.5 times higher than 
those without syphilis

KP-concentrated HIV epidemic
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Intervention: Community-led Dual HIV/Syphilis Testing
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- 70 MSM outreach 
workers from 24 
CBOs in five 
provinces in 2021

- Training, technical 
supervision & 
monitoring 

- SD Bioline Duo 
HIV/syphilis test

Reach & Offer 
Dual Test

Sexual health 
discussion  

Screen 
HIV/Syphilis & 

Linkage

Conduct Social 
Network Strategy 

(SNS) & Index 
Testing
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Results from April 2021 – June 2022 
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❑3,351 MSM offered HIV/syphilis testing; 
1,592 (47.5%) accepted

❑Among clients tested for HIV/syphilis:
- Median age: 26 years
- 61 (3.8%) HIV(+); 57 (93%) linked to 

ART
- 217 (13.6%) Syphilis(+) referred for 

STIs service 
- 6 (0.4%) with HIV/Syphilis co-

infections

15.4%

4.8%

Low Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP)-linked rate, 
especially those with syphilis reactive
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Conclusions

6

• It is feasible to offer dual HIV/syphilis testing for MSM through CBOs

• Dual HIV/syphilis testing is able to reach MSM at higher risk for syphilis

• High rate of linkage to HIV treatment

• Low PrEP uptake among HIV negative MSM, especially among the syphilis 
reactive clients 
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Thank you!

Questions?

mailto:xbl2@cdc.gov
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