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Preparing a

Socially Responsive 

Nursing Workforce

in HIV & SRH

Horas Wong, PhD, MPH, MA, RN, FHEA
Sydney Nursing School, The University of Sydney 



Nursing is a profession dedicated to upholding everyone’s right to the highest 

attainable standard of health through a shared commitment to providing 

collaborative, culturally safe, people-centred clinical and social care. Nurses 

lead, educate, research, advocate, innovate, and shape policy to improve health 

outcomes. Nursing is committed to compassion, social justice, and a better 

future for humanity.

Renewed Definition of Nursing, International Council of Nurses, June 2025



“I'm actually kind of struggling…cause 

purely because how under-educated 

we are about sexual health, so like 

now that I think about it...I do not 

know anything besides, without 

approaching it medically or 

pharmacologically.”  

A final-year nursing student, Sydney

SWAN-SR project



A social critical lens in nursing education 

Ask why inequities 

persist

Be aware of power 

and bias

Take action for 

change



Critical reflections

Intersectionality & cultural safety

Anti-stigma and rights-based practice

Value lived experiences

Advocacy and accountability



The future of SRH depends on a 
diverse workforce prepared to care, 

to question, and to advocate.



Panel Discussion



Postgraduate Program in Sexual & Reproductive Health 
@ USyd

For more information:

https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/master-of-science-in-medicine-sexual-and-reproductive-health.html

Master of Science in Medicine or Master of Medicine

 HIV and STIs 

 Reproductive Health & Fertility

 Public Health

 Psychosexual Therapy

 No Pathway/Specialisation
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