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Background/ Purpose: In Papua New Guinea (PNG), entrenched gender inequality driven by socio-cultural and economic factors restricts access to health services for both men and women. Addressing gendered barriers to health access, including improved engagement, skills and capacities of clinicians, can improve health outcomes and reduce HIV and STI infection.

Approach: Commencing in 2020, CCHS and ASHM developed a Gender Transformative Approaches Strategy (GTA) under the DFAT funded Sexual and Reproductive Health Integration Project (SRHIP) aimed at expanding reach and coverage of STI, HIV, SRH through primary health services. The GTA framework was set to move from GEDSI learning to action including implementing series of knowledge and practice-based training for staff, a clinic based GEDSI assessment tool, mapping and strengthening of partnerships for referrals and increasing resources for GEDSI related programs. 

Outcomes/Impact: Through this initiative, 5 CCHS Health Managers have integrated GTA into their operations by capacitating staff with skills on conducting GEDSI assessments in the communities they serve. This has led to the improvements of services through increasing systematic collection of gender disaggregated data, planning and implementing targeted interventions 

Innovation and significance: The significance of this work highlights the need and opportunity to go beyond biomedical approaches that often fail to address underlying gender barriers and related social determinants of health to develop and design programs that eliminate root causes of poor health. Ensuring innovative gender approaches and strategies are responsively budgeted across all programs can ensure that GEDSI activities are integrated and resourced across all programs.
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