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I WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE TRADITIONAL 
OWNERS OF THE LAND WE STAND ON, THE 

WHADJUK PEOPLE OF THE NOONGAR 
NATION. I ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR STRENGTH 
AND PAY MY RESPECTS TO PAST, PRESENT 

AND EMERGING LEADERS



W H O  A M I ?



KIMBERLEY REGION

3 X

three times the size of 

England

3 6 ,0 00

Estimated resident 

population of just 

over 36,000

7 5 %

75% of the population 

aged under 50

4 5 %

45% of people identify 

as Aboriginal and/or 

Torres Strait Islander 



Clinical services in the KImberley



STI rates

Approx 4 x WA rate

C HL A M Y DIA

Approx 8 x WA rate

G O N ORRHOE A

Estimated as high as 25% in women in remote 

communities (STRIVE study)

SYPHILIS

Current outbreak

TRIC H



Respect wildlife. Do not litter. Leave what you find.

Syphilis Outbreak WA epi -curve - Source WASORG August 

Communique 



The Kimberley 
Model for STI 
control

• B A S E D O N  A  C O M P REHEN SIVE P RIM A RY  

HE A L TH CA RE  A P P ROACH

• B UIL T O N  S TRUC TURE D P A RTN E RSHIPS



Partnerships and 
Collaboration

KA HP F  - S E X UA L 

A N D 

RE P RODUC TIVE 

HE A L TH 

S UB C OM M ITTE E

KIM B E RLEY  

S E X UA L N E TWO RK

KIM B E RLEY  

A B O RIG IN AL 

HE A L TH P L A N NING  

F O RUM  (KA HP F )





S EXUAL HEALT H I S  A  P ART  OF 
EV ERY ONE'S ROLE



HEALTH PROMOTION AND EDUCATION

M E A N IN GFUL 

E N G A G EM EN T

C RO S S  P RO GRA M 

A P P ROA C H

C O M M UN ITY  

P A RTN E RS







Clinical 
Support

• Guideline review

• Clinical protocols

• Clinical templates and prompts

• Clinic environment and workflow







Workforce 
Develpoment

Clinical in-services

Specialist workshops

Orientation support

Conference facilitation



Essential training in the Kimberley



Health 
Hardware

Condom accessability

Condom trees

Needle Syringe Program

Ceromonial equipment



Data and 
Surveillance

Partnership with local PHU - Syphilis 

database and notification data

Monthly testing and postivity rates



Young Deadly Free, TTANGO 2, 

ATLAS and Goanna 2 

RES EARCH



Increased workforce Point of care testing Community based action

Key elements

Enhanced Syphilis Response



T HE GOOD B I T S

Incredible Environment

The people and culture

Ground up approach

T HE T RI CK Y B I T S

Crazy weather

Long distances

Staff turnover

Competing health demands



Questions?


