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Aim: Alcohol and other drug care in custodial settings is inconsistently delivered and often 
falls far short of community equivalent standards. This presentation will highlight some of the 
work of the National Prison Addiction Medicine Network to develop guidelines and create 
consensus-based statements for the provision of alcohol and other drug care in custodial 
environments. 
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Detailed Description of Topics to be Discussed: The panel will outline and discuss works 
completed or currently being worked on by the National Prison Addiction Medicine Network, 
including: 

1. National consensus statement on opioid agonist therapy in custodial settings 
2. The management of withdrawal from alcohol and other drugs in Australian custodial 

settings – a consensus statement 
3. Using linked administrative data to improve health outcomes for incarcerated people 
4. The need for national minimum healthcare standards in custodial settings and a 

national strategy for alcohol and other drugs in custodial settings  



 

5. Dual diagnosis care and best practice in custodial environments 
6. Post-release and transitional care from custodial settings 

 
 
Discussion Section: The chair will facilitate presentations by the panel and an interactive 
discussion amongst panellists about potential implementation strategies for consensus and 
evidence-based interventions for alcohol and other drug care in custodial environments, 
decreasing barriers to research in custodial environments, increasing cross-collaboration 
amongst researchers, and increasing transparency in reporting health outcomes. Following 
this, an open-format discussion will occur, inviting contributions from audience members. 
Attendees will leave with a clearer understanding of alcohol and other drug care in custodial 
environments and the need for increased standards for the care of those in custodial 
environments. 
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