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Disclosures

• Nil 



Acknowledgement of Country 

• I live and work on Jagera country in Meanjin Brisbane
• I work in Inala (which is a word meaning “resting time” – reflecting the suburb’s 

past as a resting point for Aboriginal people travelling to Moreton Bay). 
• I recognise the Whadjuk Noongar people as the owners of Walyalup, the land we 

are on today, as well as the Jagera people from my home, and pay my respect to 
their elders, past, present, and emerging, as well as any Aboriginal and Torres 
Straight Islander people here today.

• Hepatitis B is a condition that disproportionally affects Aboriginal and Torres 
Straight Islander people, and is a gap we need to close. 



Inala



Why Hep B?

(stolen from the Qld Health Facebook page)



How did I start?

• Recognising the 
problem - audit

• ASHM s100 training 
• Making local 

connections - 
HepReach clinic 
(Mater Hospital 
Outreach)



Challenges

• Gaining experience to 
start

• Getting the team on 
board - screening

• Patients lost to follow-
up

• Money



Things I have found helpful – gaining 
experience to start…



Championing Viral Hep …

• Presentations at grand rounds
• Registrar teaching
• Prompt in care plan template
• Teams reminders and QI 

challenges
• Facebook posts
• Beyond the C project + QI audits
• Writing cases for Susan Wearne 

GP registrar textbook
• Saying yes to ASHM..
• Advisory committee 

membership



Keeping patients engaged in management

• Education is key
• Using local supports
• Reminders, booking ahead
• Hep B register



Money.. 

• HepReach was a challenge
• Care plan billing helps (and is 

useful for the patient – don’t 
forget re managing metabolic 
risk!!!)

• It does get quicker..
• It can help to have a cohort of 

patients you know well, with a 
disease you know well, and 
who often do not have too 
much other co-morbidity and 
complexity..



Please Contact!
Leela.buhmann@gmail.com
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