What diversity means in responding to
endemic and emerging STIs in remote
Aboriginal communities

Associate Professor James Ward
South Australian Health and Medical Research Institute
Flinders University, Adelaide

Acknowledgements and Overview

* Traditional Owners

Overview
* Remote Australia and STls
» What have been our approaches to address diversity

» Young deadly free project as an example for addressing
diversity

05-Nov-18




05-Nov-18

Our goals are to

Close the gap in health status between
Indigenous and non-Indigenous adolescents

Particularly in the areas of sexually transmissible
infections (STIs), blood borne viruses (BBVs),
alcohol and other drug use

CLOSING THE GAP

PRIME MINISTER'S REPORT 2018

Context

» 50% of Indigenous population are
aged <25 years compared to 32%
of non Indigenous population

» Disadvantage across multiple
determinants of health

» Nevertheless a great deal of
strength and resilience within
communities that is often
overlooked
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Health and wellbeing of Indigenous adolescents in Australia:
a systematic synthesis of population data

Peter S Azzopardi. Susan M Sawyer, John B Carlin, Louisa Degenhardt. Ngiare Brown, Alex D Brown*, George C Patton™
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What is there to do - Impacting STls

Coinfection with Chlamydia trachomatis, Neisseria

gonorrhoeae and Trichomonas vaginalis: a cross-

sectional analysis of positivity and risk factors

in remote Australian Aboriginal communities
Emale Rebecca Guy,’ James Ward,? Handan Wand, Alice Rumbold,*? Linda Garton,'®
B Female Belinda Hengel,® Bronwyn Silver,” Debbie Taylor-Thomson,® Janet Knox,”

Skye McGregor,! Amalie Dyda,' Christopher Fairley,®® Lisa Maher,’

Basil Donovan,’"'® John Kaldor," on behalf of the STRIVE Investigator Group
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Guy, Ward, Wand et al STl 2015
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Impacting STIs

Syphilis outbreak Epidemiology

QLD - NT- WA - SA I:l Outbreak commenced SA Ward, Guyl Akre
et al. MJA, 2011
Epidemiology of
syphilis in
Australia: moving
toward elimination
of infectious
syphilis from
remote Aboriginal
and Torres Strait
Islander
communities?

Outbreak commenced WA

Outbreak commenced
Outbreak commenced NT

Notifications

Year and month

Impacting HIV

HIV diagnosis rates by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 2008-2017

3.7 .
35
3.2 3.4 3.1

41% increase over 5 years vs 12 % decrease

Age standaardised rate per 100,000

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

—Australian born non-indigenous —Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Kirby Institute 2018




05-Nov-18

The FNQ HIV Outbreak (aka ‘The Cairns
Cluster’)

» Commenced in Cairns in 2014
* Now 40 diagnoses
* Predominantly young (18-35) and male (though 3
females to date)
* MSM (though not gay), and only sporadic IDU
* Many are associated with infectious syphilis

» Poor housing situations and employment, drug
and alcohol usage, high mobility, low health
literacy

» Spread to Cape York, Torres Strait, NW Qld,
and the Northern Territory...

Slide: Dr Darren Russell Cairns SHS

Diversity in remote Australia?

Geography (spanning jurisdictions,
guidelines)

Place (urban centres, remote and very
remote communities)

Language groups




Additional diversity

* Religion

» Education

* Mobility

* Men’s and Women'’s business

» LGBTQI, Sistergirls & Brotherboys
» Health clinics and responses

* Policy and program responses

» Stigma and discrimination

Diversity in the remote Australian context

Implications of diversity
 Too hard basket

» Homogenous approach to a campaign that covers all young
people

» One approach will cover remote communities (not believable)

» Often results in lower levels of knowledge, health literacy and
slower uptake of biomedical interventions

» Costs
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Strategies to address this

Young Deadly Free Project

« Commonwealth funded project
* Remote Communities STI and BBV

» \Website- resources include factsheets, videos,
animations, posters
4 |

= J -._\l
« Social media component N\ Q
» Peer Education component v

* Outcomes- improved understanding health
literacy, greater attendance at clinics

« www.youngdeadlyfree.org.au




Young deadly free project

» Consultations in major areas- Far North Queensland, Western
Australia, Northern Territory, South Australia

Filming and talent sourced in

» Ceduna and Adelaide (SA), Katherine, Darwin, Alice Springs and
Nhulunbuy (NT), Mapoon, Yarrabah, Cairns (QLD), Kununurra and
Broome (WA)

» English as main language, translated messages where possible in
Aboriginal languages (especially radio)

Phase 1 to Phase 2

YOUNG, DEADLY,  YOUNG, DEADLY,

SYPHILIS FREE  SYPHILIS FREE
#GETTESTED: Mo #GETTESTED

T've had mine...have you had yours? )]
u
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Television commercials- Phase 1

Strategies to ensure inclusivity Phase 1-2

* Consulted and involved elders including
religious elders, clinicians and young people in
all aspects of the project

* We have included females, males, LGBTQI
peoples, Sistergirls and Brotherboys

NN 20+ We visited and consulted and involved alll
Quintin, FN QLD : & - X major geographical areas
" /




Strategies to ensure inclusivity from Phase 1
to 2

» Resources were developed
* using strengths based approach in all of our resources

* covering topics STIs HIV and viral hep, contact tracing,
antenatal care

* with humour

» with issues central to sexual health, such as respect,
responsibility and trust

* with stories determined by communities

Strategies for addressing diversity Phase 2

« Both new TV commercials are available to view at:
youngdeadlyfree.org.au/young-deadly-syphilis-free/tv-and-radio/
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http://youngdeadlyfree.org.au/young-deadly-syphilis-free/tv-and-radio/

05-Nov-18

To phase 2
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Teejay supports our young
people by...

21 views + 1 week ago

Bernard is taking
responsibility by...

vs + 1 month ago

Speak Up. Listen. Support.
“Don't forget to be safe”

11 views « 1 month ago

Commu

INVOLVEMENT
is for

y important
E(

programs,

19 VIEWS * | WEeR ayu

Jenny supports our young
people by...

1 week ago

Syphilis Television
Commercial

463 views + 1 month ago

Young Deadly Free: "l gotta
tell you guys something..."

19 views + 1 month ago

iementation
alth

Warlu is taking responsibility
by...

24 views ek ago

#Gettested for Syphilis today
(TvC)

208 views + 1 month ago

THE BASICS OF STI TESTING
IN REMOTE AUSTRALIA

17 views + 1 month ago

19 VIEWS * | WEER ayu

Ceduna Youth Hub animation

8vi + 1 month ago
Unlisted

LOur future at risk

#Gettested for Syphilis today
(TVC)_subtitles

385 views + 1 month ago
Unlisted

Young Deadly Free: Contact
Tracing

63 views - 1 month ago

Don't wait for
YOUNG MEN
to come into
THE CLINIC,
find out where
they are and

to them.

U iEWs - | weeK agu

Young Deadly Free in
Carnarvon

5views + 1 month ago
Unlisted

Young Deadly Free animation
(TVC)_subtitles

526 views «
Unlisted

1 month ago

Young Deadly Free:
Condoman saves the day

90 views « 1 month ago

05-Nov-18

1o people who
make it to t

17 ViEws * | weeR agu

Vayda takes responsibility
by...

57 views - 1 month ago

Speak Up. Listen. Support.
"Have you had any antenata...
9 views + 1 month ago

Unlisted

s mwm 116

Speak up. Listen. Support.
"I'm worried about my son"

37 views « 1 month ago

an't
linic.
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1 month ago
Unlisted

beak up. Listen. Support.
'ou might have an STI...

views + 3 months ago
Unlisted

bt tested early, during, and
er pregnancy

ews * 5 mon

Crystal supports the
community by...

24vi * 1 month ago
Unlisted

TALKIN' TRUE: Football hero

50 views + 3 months ago
CC Unlisted

PrEP: pre-exposure
prophylaxis

142 views - 7 months ago

In conclusion

We never compromised our values

Jaylene is taking
responsibility by...

« 1 month ago

Young Deadly Free: Condoms
First

57 views + 3 months ago
Unlisted

HIV: animation for young
Aboriginal and Torres Strait...

274 views - 7 months ago

We negotiated with communities
We ensured diversity and
We have delivered

Dreylin is taking
responsibility by...
19 views *
Unlisted

1 month ago

D TS s s G
TALKIN' TRUE: Radio
Presenter

44 views + 3
Unlisted

months ago

CHECK?

STls: educational animation
for young Aboriginal and...

428 - 7 months ago
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Andrew is taking Nanu is taking responsibility
responsibility by... by...

14 views * 1 month ago
Unlisted

17 views * 1 month ago
Unlisted

All about syphilis: an
educational animation

Spots: Have you had your
Syphilis test?

460 views + 5 months ago 757 views + 5 months ago

Offer All Young People STI

Clinicians Sharing Strategies
f and BBV Testing in Remote...

or Offering STl and BBV...

233 vi S ago 142 v 8 months ago
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