International Drug Policy -
recent developments

APSAD 2025

Sarah Helm (Ngai Tahu, Kati Mamoe, Waitaha)
Executive Director, NZ Drug Foundation



Topics

- Indigenous Peoples
- USA

- Review of the international drug
treaties

- Coca leaf review
- Fiji
- International drug supply
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International Indigenous Drug Policy
Alliance
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USA

Harm Reduction and OD prevention, Global Funding cuts, executions & bombings,
Coalition to Address Synthetic Threats lobbying against harm reduction.
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Coca leaf review
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International drug supply

DEATHS ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE USE OF DRUGS, 1991-2021

500 000 Indirect: Self-harm
450000 Indirect: Hepatitits C
400 000 (acute and chronic, including cirrhosis and liver cancer)

Number of deaths

100 000 Direct: Cocaine use disorders
50 000 Direct: Amphetamine use disorders

350 000 B Indirect: Hepatitits B

300 000 (acute and chronic, including cirrhosis and liver cancer)
250 000 B Indirect: HIV/AIDS

200 000 Direct: Other drug use disorders

150 000 . Direct: Opioid use disorders
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= D VYouTube

Fiji

Update on HIV in Fiji
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Nga mihi nui

Thank you very much!
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