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Leave no one behind: 
HIV testing, treatment and AIDS-related 
mortality in prison
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• Prevalence of HIV & TB in prisons

• Factors contributing to disease transmission

• Access to healthcare/harm reduction

• Mortality

• Recommendations

• Conclusion

Outline
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Health of prison populations is complex: multiple life 

threatening infections; HIV, tuberculosis, hepatitis

Burden of disease among prison populations

HIV is 5 times higher in prison than 

outside (UNDOC, 2018)

TB up to 23 times higher inside 

than outside (UNAIDS, 2016)

In 2015

HIV - 3.8% 
(389 000) 

Active TB -

2.8% 
(286 000)

(Dolan, 2015)

Overcrowding

56 countries exceed official 

capacity

13 countries > double

capacity

10.35 million any given day 

Vs 

estimated 30 million per year 
(WPB, 2018)
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Criminalisation of risk behaviours > concentration

Key populations

• Men who have sex with men (MSM)

• People who inject drugs (PWID)

• Transgender people (TG)

• Sex workers (SW)

Drug injection & sharing

syringes

Risky sexual activity

Unsafe tattooing/piercing 

practices

Risk behaviours
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Limited access to healthcare

• 7 UNAIDS Regions

• Epidemiology of HIV and TB in prison

• Related mortality in prison 

• Availability & coverage of 15 interventions in the 

UNODC, ILO, UNDP, WHO, UNAIDS Comprehensive

Package

• Testing & treatment for HIV and HIV/TB co-

infection, PEP

What did we do?  
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Survey

• Online & paper based sent to prison departments 

in 189 countries

• Completed surveys from 49 countries (26%)

Literature

• Targeted calls for data & literature for 2013- 2017

• resulted in unpublished data being collected

How did we do it?

What did we find?
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Availability HIV testing & treatment, by region

79 countries test       88 countries treat
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Availability of PEP in prison, by region

45/189 countries provide PEP
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Collaborative services to reduce burden of TB 
among PLWH in prison
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HIV+ prisoners routinely screened for TB

TB+ prisoners recommended to have HIV testing/counselling

IPT offered to HIV+ prisoners even without symptoms of TB

IPT - Isoniazid preventative therapy 

788 total deaths 

AIDS-related mortality

22 countries reported 299 deaths

TB-related mortality 

23 countries reported 333 deaths

HIV / TB-related mortality 

19 countries reported 156 deaths

High mortality; HIV, TB & HIV / TB (2015-17)
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- Scale-up access to HIV & TB prevention, screening & 

treatment in prison 

Recommendations

- Provide guidance/support to prison authorities

- Make UN’s Comprehensive package available to all prison 

populations

- Adhere to UN’s Mandela Rules – Right to Health

- Improve availability of data - Strengthen evidence-

based response
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• High prevalence of HIV & TB

• High levels of mortality

• Inadequate access to healthcare

• Criminalisation of drug use & sexual behaviours 

contribute to overcrowding

• Conclusions are limited due to lack data

Conclusions


