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On our way to ending HIV in NSW

Is this the end of the beginning?

Bill Whittaker
Chair, NSW HIV/STI Strategy 
Implementation Committee

Welcome

Acknowledgment of Country



14/11/2017

2

On our way to ending HIV in NSW

Is this the end of the beginning?

Overview - HIV in New South Wales

• Estimated 10,300 people with HIV in NSW.

• Australia’s most populous state (7.5 million)

• HIV concentrated among men who have sex with men (approximately 
80% caseload).

• HIV transmission virtually eliminated – that is kept at very low levels - in 
people who inject drugs, sex workers and from mother to child.

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHh9vMlLPNAhXLJ5QKHZGeCdMQjRwIBw&url=http://matureageapprenticeships.org/mature-age-apprenticeships-nsw/&psig=AFQjCNF_Uz8NqmoXJCVob17k9HzWGw-AmA&ust=1466393560095694
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHh9vMlLPNAhXLJ5QKHZGeCdMQjRwIBw&url=http://matureageapprenticeships.org/mature-age-apprenticeships-nsw/&psig=AFQjCNF_Uz8NqmoXJCVob17k9HzWGw-AmA&ust=1466393560095694
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHh9vMlLPNAhXLJ5QKHZGeCdMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.abcboating.com/NSW-training-centres.html&psig=AFQjCNF_Uz8NqmoXJCVob17k9HzWGw-AmA&ust=1466393560095694
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHh9vMlLPNAhXLJ5QKHZGeCdMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.abcboating.com/NSW-training-centres.html&psig=AFQjCNF_Uz8NqmoXJCVob17k9HzWGw-AmA&ust=1466393560095694


14/11/2017

3

NSW HIV Strategy

• NSW adopted an ambitious new HIV Strategy in 2012.

• Responded to increases in newly diagnosed HIV infection.

• Focused on opportunities provided by scientific advances in testing, 
prevention and treatment.

• Committed NSW to the ambitious goal of virtually eliminating HIV 
transmission by 2020.

• Strategy set additional targets to help drive Strategy implementation –
testing, treatment, safe injecting and harm reduction, linkage to care.

• MSM a major focus of the Strategy - reflecting the pattern of the NSW 
HIV epidemic.

• Continuing focus on prevention and treatment programs to target 
people in other populations at high risk to HIV – e.g. Asian MSM, 
indigenous people, CALD.

NSW HIV Strategy – 2012 to 2020
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NSW HIV Strategy – 2012 to 2020

• Continuing support for HIV programs to reach sex workers and injecting 
drug users, and harm reduction approaches (needle and syringe program). 

Implementation Drivers

• Underpinned by partnership – health sector, community, people with HIV, 
research and government.

• Implementation driven by the NSW HIV/STI Strategy Implementation 
Committee, comprising major implementers.

• The NSW Ministry of Health, NHMRC, and UNSW Australia are funding a 5-
year partnership project to enhance innovation, monitoring and evaluation 
of the Strategy.

• NSW HIV Strategy 2016-2020: fine tuning, re-setting some programs 
targets, retained the central target of achieving the virtual elimination of 
HIV transmission by 2020.

Members

Dr Mark Bloch (Holdsworth House  Clinic)
Prof Andrew Carr (St Vincents Hospital)
Mr Craig Cooper (Positive Life NSW)
Mr Cameron Cox (Sex Workers Outreach Project)
Ms Julie Dixon (SE Sydney Local Health District)
Dr Bradley Forssman (NBM Local Health District)
Prof Andrew Grulich (Kirby Institute)
Dr Mary Ellen Harrod (NSW Users & AIDS Assoc)
Ms Roslyn Irons (RACGP)
Ms Victoria Jones (AHMRC)
Dr Melissa Kang (Syd Medical School Westmead)
Mr Scott McGill (ASHM)
Mr Nic Parkhill (ACON)
Dr Phillip Read  (Kirkton Road Clinic)
Mr Ashley Ubrihien (W Syd Local Health District)
Mr Bill Whittaker (Chair)

Ex officio (NSW Health):

Dr Kerry Chant
A/Professor Chris Bourne
Ms Hannah Brissenden
Mr Tim Duck
Ms Jo Holden 
Ms Jo Mitchell
Dr Christine Selvey
Ms Barbara Telfer

NSW HIV Strategy Implementation Committee
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Investigators and Steering C’ttee
Professor Andrew Grulich
Dr Christine Selvey
Professor David A Cooper
A/Professor Rebecca Guy
A/Professor Garrett Prestage
A/Professor Martin Holt
Ms Jo Holden
Professor Anthony Kelleher
A/Professor Iryna Zablotska
Mr Tim Duck
A/Professor Levinia Crooks
Mr Craig Cooper
Ms Karen Price 
Professor John de Wit
Professor John Kaldor
Mr Bill Whittaker
Dr Denton Callander
Dr Heather-Marie Schmidt
Ms Barbara Telfer
Mr Phillip Keen
Professor David Wilson
Mr Alan Brotherton

NSW HIV Prevention Partnership Project

PrEP Working Group
Professor Andrew Grulich
Ms Jo Holden
A/Professor Martin Holt
Mr Scott McGill
A/Professor Iryna Zablotska
Dr Heather-Marie Schmidt
Ms Karen Price
Dr Ben Bavinton
Mr Dale Halliday 
Mr David Crawford
Mr Phillip Keen

Behaviour Working Group
A/Professor Garrett Prestage
Mr Tim Duck
A/Professor Martin Holt
Professor Andrew Grulich
Dr Ben Bavinton
Ms Karen Price
Mr George Andrews
Mr Johann Kolstee
Mr Jack Bradley
Mr Phillip Keen

HIV Testing Working Group
A/Professor Rebecca Guy
Mr Tim Duck
Dr Denton Callander
Professor Andrew Grulich
Mr James Gray
Ms Vickie Knight
Mr Philip Cunningham
Mr Stephen Watkins
MS Vickie Bowden
Professor John de Wit
Mr Phillip Keen

HIV Treatment Working 
Group
Professor Tony Kelleher
Ms Jo Holden
Dr Limin Mao
Professor Andrew Grulich
Mr Craig Cooper
A/Professor Rebecca Guy
Ms Marlene Velecky
Mr Neil McKellar-Stewart
Ms Katy Roy
Ms Barbara Telfer
Ms Nishtha Dwivedi
Mr Phillip Keen

Molecular Epidemiology Working Group
Professor Tony Kelleher
Ms Jo Holden
Dr Angie Pinto
Professor Andrew Grulich
Dr Christine Selvey
Mr Craig Cooper
Mr Tim Duck
Ms Karen Price
Dr Heather-Marie Schmidt
A/Professor Levinia Crooks
Mr Neil Fraser
Mr Phillip Keen

Aims of Symposium on NSW HIV Strategy

This symposium will review progress and data, particularly over the past 12 
months (since the last ASHM Symposium).

Our speakers will present on the following topics:

HIV testing
HIV treatment
Surveillance of Behavioural Risk
PrEP scale up in NSW
Community mobilisation and engagement
NSW HIV notifications data

Our speakers will highlight recent outcomes, lessons learned and areas 
where we see gaps.

Each presentation will be short – around 8 minutes.

At the end of all the presentations, we will open the session to questions 
and comments.  
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Presentations x 6

Introduce panel members

Questions & Discussion

Thank presenters & panel

End


