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How can health services increase 
access to prevention?

Focus on marginalised populations
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Marginalisation
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Marginalisation: 13% of Australians 

Risk factors

Financial hardship

Early life disadvantage

Poor health

Social isolation

Social stigmatisation

F>M,  Aboriginality

Protective factors/Resilience

Age

Schooling

Parenting figures

Employment

Home ownership

Good mental health

Social/intimate relation 
ships

Marginalisation in HIV/Sexual health
What do we mean?

Marginalised generally in society?
Marginalised from general healthcare system?
Marginalised from us?
Marginalised from prevention?

Awareness/messages
Agency
Relevance & appropriateness
Priority
Access

Many marginalised groups have strong social structures 
and supports and may not identify as “marginalised” in all 
domains.
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Service principles: increased access to 
prevention in marginalised populations

Recognise risks and scope of marginalisation

Multiple social layers impact

How HIV prevention may be one of many priorities

Enablers: 
Laws, rights, reduced stigma
Health services that meet multiple needs
Integrated, affordable, accessible, acceptable, equitable
Decentralised services
Community and peer involvement, employment

Measurement… how closely do we look?

Accessibility- time and place
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Affordability increases access

Acceptability increases access

Bavinton, Gray, Prestage.
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What can clinical services do to increase access to 
prevention?

• Recognise how marginalisation impacts on access

• Marginalisation is much more than access to 
healthcare

• Engage with community & signal safety

• The more marginalised, the broader the approach

• Consider access is more than time and location
• Acceptable, affordable, culturally accessible

• Measure access and develop pragmatic local 
solutions

Thank you
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