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The study

• All females of childbearing age (13-45) between 2013 and 2023
• Examined all live births
• Was care concordant with current Australian guidelines?
• Had there been any impact of the local HBV programme?



Definitions

• Optimal antenatal care: viral load tested during pregnancy and anti-
viral therapy started if indicated

• Optimal perinatal care: child received vaccination and HBIg within 4 
hours of birth

• Complete vaccination: perinatal vaccine and standard vaccination
• Subsequent testing of infant for HBV



The cohort

• 261 women of childbearing age during the study period
• 165 (63%) identified as a First Nations Australian
• 84 (32%) born overseas (most commonly Asia or PNG)
•  94 (36%) lived in a remote location 
• 164 (63%) lived in a location with a SEIFA score in the lowest decile



• 84 women had 148 live births
• 93 (63%) born to First Nations mothers
• 58 (39%) born to mothers born overseas
• 94 (64%) in disadvantaged areas
• 46 (31%) born in remote locations



Before HBV programme



After HBV programme



Impact on MTCT



But….

• Only 24/146 (16%) children had HBV testing within 12 months
• Only 57/146 (39%) children have ever had HBV serology testing

• Of 91 untested children
 75 (82%) children had optimal antenatal care 
 83 (91%) had optimal perinatal care 
 84 (92%) had full hepatitis B vaccination 





Current age of women living with CHB in FNQ



Summary

• Since establishment of local HBV programme there have been no 
documented episodes of MTCT of HBV in FNQ

• Ongoing testing of children to substantiate these findings
• Changing demography and ongoing high rates of HBV vaccination 

mean that MTCT transmission is likely to be a very rare occurrence in 
FNQ in the future
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